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A R G A LT 


OR THE 
SILVER DEVIL 
"CHEAT 


The confeſſion of another Penitent, whoſe ſpi- 
ritual concerns are ſettled, to the mutual 
Jatisfatinon of all parties intereſted therein 


ONNA Tereſa being withdrawn 

was ſucceeded by a penitent of a 

very different caſt. Don Gaſper de Fer- 
rara was one of thoſe cavaliers; who inhe- 
riting from their parents a large fortune, 
and from nature as large a portion of 
ſpirits, with an unbounded propenſity to 
employ it in the indulgence of yoluptuous - 
enjoyments, eſteem their pleaſure as the 
Vor. II. B E law 
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law by which they regulate their actions, 
in the gratification of which they are un- 
reſtrained by any conſiderations, human 
or divine. My maſter having taken his 
ſeat, I am come, ſays Don Gaſper, to 

| © acquaint you,. that in obedience to your 
injunctions, 1 have in vain endeavoured 
to combat with all my might, the attacks 


| A of the irreſiſtible attachment, which ab- 


ſorbs every faculty, in the contemplation 
of the unparallelled charms of the enchant - 

| ing Donna Clara, your penitent. Oh! 
father, my heart is conſumed by a devour- 
| ing flame, which preys upon my life.'— 
He had fallen in love, as it is called, with 
-a young woman in middling life, called 
Donna Clara, that is, he burnt with ardour 
For the poſſeſſion of her perſon, he knew 
her confeſſor's influence over her, as her 
Apiritual guide, he alſo knew enough of 
Bim to be aſſured of obtaining his aſſiſt- 
| ance 


SILVER DEVIL. 8 
ance at a handſome premium, provided | 
he could only faſhion the buſineſs, ſo as 
to furniſh the prieſt with any plauſible 
pretence for favouring his ' iniquitous de- 
ſign, that might cloath it in ſome palliat- 
ing garb, which might attenuate the atro- 
city of his neceſſary aid. For it is àn 
invartable rule with the fraternity; always | 


to preſerve appearances, even in the per- 
petention of the moſt nefarious deeds. ond 


On this — he had hit upon a pay: 
expedient, to reconcile his patticipation in 
the preſent caſe, with his ſanctimonious 
regards, and furniſh his conſummate hypo- 
criſy with a pretence to acquieſce, and. 
poſſibly to take an active part. On theſe. 
grounds he proceeded." What I have 
_ faid, alas, is not the extent of all The evil, 
which 1 fear may reſult from my unfortu- 
nate e paſſion, and my ill ſucceſs, may, 

Ba occa-- 


with his brow contracted, and his eyes in- 


| 85 penſtential ſolemn ity, and this holy chair, 


= ſhagreen elle, which Don Gafper e contrived 


Ed. 35 | 

6 AR GAL. on Taz! - ͥ 
occaſion crimes of a much deeper dye than | 
che indulgence of my unhappy love, which 
without your interpoſition in its behalf—' 
© My interpoſition !' exclaimed my maſter, 


flamed, my interpoſition ! what, wretch 
as thou art, would'ſt thou have me be the 

pandar to thy execrable vice? doſt thou | 
think to make me an acceſſary to thy 
profligate condu& ; but you ſhall be taught 
to repent your want of reverence to my | 
character, and the affront you offer to the 


nor till due atonement is made and accept- . 
ed by the church, (half thou obtain re- 
miffio# of thy fins, I fay—yet hold, cries 
he, ſoftening his voice, as his eyes were 
95 attracted ty the appearance of a ſmall 


to pull out of his pocket, and drop upon 


the floor” as de drew forth his handker- 
8 chief, 
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chief, under pretence of drying tears. he 
never ſhed, but in fact to hide his mirth, 
excited by the ridiculous part he had been 
obliged. to play, and the exquiſite diſſimu- 
lation of his partner in the ſcene, vet 
hold, proceeded the prieſt, methought 
you ſaid greater crimes would reſult from 
your forbearance, from what you have con- 
felled you are compelled by your ungo- 
vernable paſſion to commit: this muſt be 
inſtantly explained. —“ Far be it from 
me,” replied Don Gaſper, aſſuming an air 
of the moſt obſequious humility, © to offer. 
the leaſt indignity to you, much leſs to 
ſolicit your aſſiſtance in any thing deroga- 
tory to the honour of that profeſſion you 
ſo eminently adorn; and had not your 
laudable zeal ſo piouſly intervened, I 
ſhould have acquainted you, that I now 
rather come for your ſpiritual advice and 
comfort, in the lamentable conflicts I daily: 


Sg ee his + 
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undergo. ' You know Donna Laura, the 
unhappy wife of Diego d' Alcantara, twin 
bſter to Donna Clara, and ſo perfect i is 
their reſemblance to each other that they 


can ſcarcely be diſlinguiſhed. Now much 


do 1 fear, that I ſhall transfer the affeQion 
1 bear to one ſiſter, into a ſtronger paſſion 
for the other, who you know was forced 


iuto a marriage with her ſuperannuated 


ſpouſe, a circumſtance joined to. others, 


which gives me reaſon to think 1 ſhall in 


— — —— 8 


that quarter eaſily prevail. Should this 
be the caſe, and ſuch is the unhappy and 


; 47 1 


ungovernable nature of my conſtitution, 


\(chough I tremble with horror at the 


[thought of ſuch complicated fin) that I 
fear it will colt the life of Diego, or my 
.own, nay, poſſibly that of both my pay the 
eres of my crime; to live longer i in 
my preſent ſtate, the conſtant. prey of a 
conſuming fire, 1 will not endure, and if 
N 8 you 


SILVER DEVIL. 9 
you will not ſpeak comfort to my diſtract- 
ed ſoul, I am determined to rid myſelf of 

a life which is now become a burthen to 
my ſenſe. In the meantime as an expia- 
tion for my involuntary fin, I beg leave 
to offer this "jewel preſenting the caſe) 
to enrich our lady of Loretto's ſhrine, ot 
to be diſpoſed of in any other holy ſervice, 
as to your wildom ſhall ſeem meet, as a 
peace offering to the rendes church. 


My maſter W taken a caſual view 
of the diamond, of which he was a perfect 
judge, and thrown it careleſly into the 
table drawer; Son, ſaye he, I tremble 
for your condition, murder, adultery, and 
ſuicide! it muſt not be ; right glad am 
that you have by your ſtruggles evinced 
the purity of your will, deficient as you 
are in ſtrength, to combat the frailty of 
the fleſh; but, alas l to err is the inheri- 
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tance of man. Here he actually hed tears, 
in which, with an equal degree of hypo- 
crify and joy, he was accompanied by 
Gaſper, the former at having obtained the 


only jewel he eſtemed worth having, the 

other at the certain proſpect of obtaining 
one, on which he ſet, a higher price; 
and they continued their dolorous duet, 


(though neither of them was deceived by 
this prepoſterous grimace) with an equal 
degree of artifice, till my maſter reſumed 
His diſcourſe in the following terms— 


Though evil ſhould be avoided if poſſible, 


there are degrees of vice, and it is certainly 
not only pardonable, but adyiſable, to ad- 


mit the inevitable commiſſion of a ſmall 
crime, for the prevention of a more atro- 
cious fin; but let me once more conjure 


you, to ſummon. to your aid, the efhicaey 


off grace, and engage in fervent prayer, that 
you may be endowed | with . fortitude, 


—— ſuffi- | 


» 
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_ ſufficient to withſtand the temptation into. 
which, through the wiles of Satan, you 


are fallen. In this ſtyle he continued to 
barrangue Gaſper, for a quarter of an 
hour, who knew his man too well to doubt 


of his amour with Clara, being attended 


with the ſame ſucceſs, he had already ex- 
perienced with her ſiſter Laura; but find- 
ing the religious ſcruples of the former were 
the only impediment to his wiſhes, he had 
been under the neceſſity of baving recourſe 
to the aſſiſtance of the prieſt, an expence 
the libidinous and experienced diſpoſition 
of the latter had ſaved him; his amour 
with her having furniſhed him with the 
hint, of making her name ſubſervient to 
the attainment of his deſires with Clara, 
in ſatisfying the demands of hy pocrily, ; and 
affording my maſter a pretext for promot- 
ing his new intrigue, 1 that he might prevent 


an aduiterous crime, in which he had 
long 
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long indulged, and with which he had 


long been 5 before. 


© They now parted, Gaſper to enjoy the 

ſucceſs of a negotiation, which had ſurpaſ- 
fed his hopes, the prieſt to contemplate 
the wages of iniquity ; which he found to 
be of ſuch value, that he would for ſuch. 
another, have been, inſtrumental in the 
violation of all the virgins in Madrid. In 
this pleaſing occupation he was interrupt- 
ed by the arrival of Donna Clara herſelf. 
It is needleſs to relate the artful and inſi- 
dious arguments he uſed ; few were neceſ- | 
ſary to induce her to folldw ber inclina- 
tions, and when ſhe found her director 
not only connived at, but even tollerated 
it, under the ſpecious pretext of commit 
ting a ſmall evil to obviate a great one, 
painting her as. about to engage in a ſtate 
of martyrdom, t to the preſervation of a frail 
bes © Tips. 


SILVER DEVIL. 13 
fiſter, that would elſe be plunged in adul- 
terons fin, whoſe name he induſtriouſſy 
concealed, ſhe no longer heſitated ; but 
with a pretended reluctance ſuffered her- 
ſelf to be prevailed on, by the fallacioys 
argument of the prieſt, who obtained a ſeem- 
ingly extorted promiſe from her, to devote 
herſelf to this charitable exploit in her 
lover's arms. Gladly would he have anti- 
cipated Gaſper in the pleaſure he was to 
experience in conſequence of. his advice; 
but his penetration had informed him, 
that the lady was in fact, a devotee, only in 
appearances, and whatever deference ſhe 
might acknowledge for his opinion, where 
it coincided with her own inclinations, it 
would be a work of danger, aud unſuc- 
ceſsful to make any attempt for ſupplant- 
ing one, who had got-. poileſhon of her 
heart, as ſhe had not that timidity ef 
whigh he was. about to take advantage, 


— 
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and which aided him to undermine the 
virtue ok Donna Tereſa; and indeed 
Clara in the whole proceſs of her ruin was 
(though ſhe ſcarce was conſcious of it) as 
great a hypocrite as himſelf ; but ſuch was 
the effect of her cuſtomary application to 
bim, upon all occaſions, and ſuch the 
efficacy of his advice, which he al ways 
_ qualified according to the different diſpo- 
ſitions of his applicants, that it preſently 
reconciled her to herſelf, and ſtifled all 
internal reproaches, at the refleQions 
-which notwithſtanding would ariſe, on the 
infamous ſacrifice ſhe was about to make. 
The event of this affair did not come to 
my knowledge, as they did not viſit my 
-maſter again, during the ſhort time I was 
in his poſſeſſion ; but the parties being 
agreed, it no doubt terminated, accord- 
ing to the'wiſhes of Don Gaſper, and the 
general ſatisfaction of all concerned. 


% 


vw 
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© The buſineſs of the day being over, 


his reverence went to the refeQqry, where 


he made himſelf ample amends for the 
labour and trouble he had undergone ; 
recruiting his ſpirits in the true epicurean 
ſtyle regaling with every dainty, natural 
and forced, that money could procure, 
till nature ſinking under the conſequence 
of gluttony and intoxication, and he could 
gormandize no more, he retired to reſt. 


Having ſlept off the effects of his de- 
bauch, his firſt thoughts on waking were 
employed in deviſing a plan for his pro- 
ceedings with his expected penitent, Donna 
Tereſa D' Aguilar. Had it been a com- 
mon buſineſs, he would have made ſhort 
work of it, and have accuſed her of hereſy, 
to the inquifition, (of which he was a 
member) but beſides the dread of the 


great power of her opulent family, the 
Vor. II. 33 father 


* 1 "5 
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father of her lover was alſo an officer of 


that holy tribunal, ſuperior in ſtation, and 


greater in credit than himſelf; this was 
therefore an impracticable ſcheme. After 


much deliberation he reſolved on another, 


the ſcene of action, and agency of which, 
were entirely comprehended in his own 
perſon and domain; but this was only in. 
caſe of being driven to extremities for the 


- accompliſhment of his wiſh, 


"= 
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* CHAP. it. 


The Story * Donna Terefa reſumed, — An 
extraordinary Penance enjoined, and executed 


with fingular addreſs. 


T the hour appointed, Donna 
Tereſa ſummoned him to the con- 


feſſional. Well, daughter, ſays he, 
have you endeavoured to conquer that 
profane attachment, the ſource of a de- 
ſtructive averſion, to a ſecluſion from the 


world, and all its vain allurements, of 


which Satan hourly avails himſelf, to in- 
veigle the corrupted ſoul, of whoſe em- 
pire, when you was here: yeſterday, you 


indicated ſuch indubitable marks?“ Fa- 


ther,“ replied ſne, IT have ſtruggled night 
and day, and have at length attained to 
ſuch a frame of mind, that I think, yes, I 


think, that I can forego all the happineſs 


C2 I ex- 
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* . in this world, even Don Ferdi- 
nand himſelf, for that which will never 
have an end.* This was a ſtroke for which 
my maſter was totally unprepared, and 
was only to be attributed to a little quar- 
rel then ſubſiſting between the lovers, in 
which ſhe had imbibed an unjuſt ſuſpicion 
ol Ferdinand's truth, that afterwards was 

| ſoon made up. To me his diſappoint- 
ment was evidently viſible, and to conceal 
it from her, ag well as to gain time to con- 

ider how he ſhould proceed, he fell into 
a violent fit of coughing. 


At length recovering Are you ſure,” 
ſays he, that no lurking defire, no tran» 
Gent carnal thoughts will ever intrude, to 
interrupt the continual devotion you muſt 
then purſue, or ſtain the ſpotleſs purity 
of mind you muſt there preſerve; can 
{ you, with unremitted perſeverance, per- 
form 


STEVER DEVIL. 19 
ſorm the faſts, the nightly vigils, and other 
penitential ſeverities enjoined you to 
endure, in the ſequeſtered receſſes of the 
cloiſter, where, if the leaſt ſnadow of a 
worldly wiſh prevades your heart, you 
heap perdition on your abandoned ſoul? 
He then proceeded to draw ſuch a picture 
of the corporal and mental ſufferings ſhe 
would undergo, by becoming a nun, in 
ſuch exaggerated colours, intermixing his 


deſcription with ſuck terrible denunciation _ 


of divine vengeance, in caſe of her apoſta- 
cy, that the terrified object of his threats, 
unequal to the conflict, was near falling 
in a fit and recanting, became ſo averſe to 
a monaſtic life, that his ſophiſtry would in 
all probability have failed, ta have recon- 
ciled her thereunto, an experiment he was 
by no means inclinable to make. — Since 
then you cannot anſwer for your{elf/ re- 
fumed he, a diffidence certaifily* com- 

03 mend- 
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mendable in itſelf, I have been thinking 


| what atonement you can make; and I 
| know of none fo appofite, or ſo acceptable 


to the holy virgin, as the ſacrifice of the 
firſt fruits of that beauty, which as I ſaid 
before, is the fatal cauſe of your unhappy 
crime. * 


_ © Such was the extreme innocence and 
fimplicity of Tereſa, that as yet ſhe had 
not the leaſt idea of his drift, or the na- 
ture of that ſacrifice he required; nor was 


it till after ſeveral converſations, that ſhe 


comprehended the ſcope. of his deſign; 
in the courſe of which, he gradually un- 
folded to her perception, that he would 
perſonally take poſſeſſion of her charms, 
in the name of that Being to whoſe chaſli- 


"I ty ſhe had offered ſuch a groſs offence ; the 


ſenſuality he explained away, by a nice 
diſcrimination between, the commiſſion of 


SILVER DEVIL. 21 
an act perpetrated with a voluptuous view, 
and the expiatory offering to be made by 
her. Replete as ſhe was with bigotry, and 
prepoſſeſſed with an opinion of her paſtor's 
ſanctity, ſhe was ſtartled at this daring and 
groſs violation of honour, chaſtity, and 

virtuous fame ; cloathed as it was in ſuch 
4 holy garb, and qualified with the ſpeci- 
ous arguments of ſacerdotal ſophiſtry, and 
jeſuitical addreſs ; of this my maſter was 
ſo ſenſible, that he determined to call in 
the aſſiſtance of certain terrific contriv- 
ances he had fabricated, to intimidate a 
virtue no eloquence had power to lull 
aſteep, and no rhetorical prieftcraft could 
furniſh reaſons to ſubdue. He therefore 
broke up the conferences with theſe words, 
© But let us not be raſh; tomorrow we 
will ſeek the virgin in prayer, perhaps ſhe 
may manifeſt herſelf to us, and ee 
declare her gracious will.“ 


5 | The 
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The next morning at a very early hour 
he wren the neceſſary diſpoſitions 


for the deceptions he intended to practiſe 


on the deluded fair. At a convenient. 


_ diſtance from his convent was a ſmall 


chapel, dedicated to our lady of Compoſ- 
tella, which had been many years ago- 
endowed as a chauntry, for the mainte- 


nance of a prieſt, who was at certain ſtated 


periods, to pray for the ſouls of the foun- 
ders, according to the ancient well known 
ſuperſtition of the times; an inſtitution. 
which was productive of a vaſt revenue 


to the holy ſee. But the lands attached 


thereto, having been ſequeſtered by the 
hand of power, and ſwallowed up in the 
changes conſequential to the military and 
civil commotions of the ſtate, it had long 
been diſuſed for that purpoſe, and-ſerved 
as a repoſitory, for the trumpery and lum 


5 ber, uſed in the miraculous mummery, 


prac- 
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ptactiſed by the prieſts. This chapel, of 
which by his office, he had the ſole ma- 
nagement and key, and in which was an 
image of the holy virgin, with a cloſet _ 
contiguous thereto, he fixed on as the 
ſcene of action, and prepared in a manner 
hereafter deſcribed. 4 


On the morning bf the day which he 
had deſtined for the performance of a 
farce, he little imagined would have ſo 
fragical an end ; he repaired to the houſe 
of his victim's parents, over whom he had 
the moſt unlimited ſway, and acquainted 
them, it was become neceſſary to infli a 
flight corporal penance on her at the holy 
ſhrine, before he could abſolye her from 
ſome errors ſhe had fallen into fince her 
laſt confeſſion; for which purpoſe, he 
would ſend for her for the greater privacy, 
to the conyent at midnight: with this they 


un- 
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fortunately acquieſced. Accordingly every 
thing. being ready, at the appointed time 
the arrived, and was conducted to the 
_ chapel, which was hung with black, and 
otherwiſe furniſhed with every thing cal- 
culated to inſpire horror and diſmay. 
Here they continued for the ſpace of half 
an hour, when on their earneſt interceſſion, 
that the virgin would declare her pleaſure, 
loud and repeated claps of thunder were 
heard, at firſt diſtant, but by degree ap- 
proaching, till they ſeemed to be entering 
the room; at the ſame time the veil of the 
image dropped off, and its head appeared, 
encircled with a glory of reſplendent fire, 
over which in flaming characters was writ- 
ten, The virgin demands a ſacrifice. Vari- 
ous parts of the chapel were ſuddenly 
illuminated, and the ſound of the thunder 
was altered from that full toned, rumbling 
noiſe, which denotes its diſtance and 
4 | depar- 
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departure to another quarter, to thofe 
ſudden leſs majeſtic, but more alarming 
rattling cracks, which threaten the terrified 
auditors with inſtant diſſolution, conclud- 
ing with an exploſion enough to daunt an 
infidel of the moſt hardened mind. No 
wonder then ſuch a ſcene with all the re- 
ſemblance of a ſupernatural agency, which 


would have ſtartled a perſon of ordiuary 


courage, had an inſtantaneous effe& on a 


a girl naturally timid, aided with the ter- 


ror of imaginary guilt, heightened by the 
apprehenfion of the divine vengeance it 
had incured, enforced by the denuncia- 


tion my maſter had been pronouncing 


againſt her, to mollify her heart. 


© The terrified lady inſtinctively clung 


to him, with all the ſtrength ſhe had, and 
uttering a loud ſcream, fainted in his arms, 
in which condition did this monſter inan 
| 1245 human 
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human ſhape bear her to the foot of the 


altar, already prepared for the occaſion, 


85 and there, regardleſs of her ſenſeleſs ſitua- 


tion, perpetrated an outrage which none 


but Satan, or his repreſentatives, could 


have had the heart to perform, and which 
even I beheld with that kind of momen- 


tary ſhudder, which you particularize by 


ſaying, ſomebody is 1 over your 


8 res. 


The fire of his brutal appetite being 


quenched, after indulging a ſavage delight, 
in the contemplation of the ruin he b 


cauſed, he began to be terribly alarmed, 
at perceiving ſhe was ſtill in a ſtate of in- 


| ſenſibility, without pulſe or motion; have | 


with a prudent foreſight he had provided) 


ing in vain endeavoured to reſtore her, 
by the uſual methods of adminiſtering 
water, eſſences, and drops, (all which 


he 
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he entertained the moſt dreadful appre- 
henſions for the mortal conſequences 
which might enſue, her ſpirit ſeeming to. 
be fled ; it was a quarter of an hour before 
ſhe ſhewed any ſigns of life, and when 
ſhe did, they were of ſhort duration, as ſhe 
relapſed into fit after fit, attended. with; 
ſtrong convulſions ; he then curſed the 
fertility of his invention, the effects of 
which had ſo far exceeded his intents, and; 
which he now had reaſon to think would 
involve him in diſgrace and death ; but 
he was ſuffered upon earth a little longer, 
and ſpared at preſent, that he might pub- 
licly expiate- his offence, (as. will ſoon be 
related). and be a more ſtriking example 
to wretches like himſelf, | 


«At length nature being exhauſted, | 
could exert itſelf no longer, and ſhe muſt 


have ſunk under the dibilitating conflict 
Vo 1. II. D | ſhe 
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ſhe underwent : when ber ſenſes returning 
as her proxiſms ſubſided, he 'opened her 
eyes to the great joy of my maſter, and 
ſtared wildly round, as if tonſcious of 
what had been tranſacted in her helpleſs 
ſtate, when the firſt object preſented to 
her fight, was another inſcription over the 


W 4 f virgin's head, in the room of the former— 
£25 fu Ne virgin is appeaſed. The ſable hangings 


being removed, the thunder ceaſed, and 
the lights extinguiſhed, when the whole 
fuddenly flaſhed upon her mind, with 
- inſtant conviction of the truth, and recol- 
letting her ſituation, ſhe ſuffered ſuch a 
violent burſt of grief, that it required the 
utmoſt exertion of my maſter's {kill to pre- 
vent ber relapſing again into the ſituation 
from which ſhe was with ſuch difficulty 

recalled to life: at length his ſophiſtry 
prevailed, | and having granted her a 


8 plenary 
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plenary abſolution, he himſelf conducted 
her to her paternal home. | 


© It is now. time to explain to you the 
contrivances by which my maſter impoſed 
upon his penitent with ſuch ſucceſs, which 
will be done in a very few. words. The 
veil of the image and hangings had been 
ſuſpended, by fine filk ftrings that run . 
through pulleys, fixed in the roof of. the 
chapel : the image ſtood on a pedeſtal- in 
a nitch, with its head within an inch of 
th top, where the pulley. WAS fixed, the 
means ct, other pulleys, till they — 4 
my maſter's chair, when the ends were 
conveniently placed, ſo that he could by 
lengthening or ſhortening them, raiſe or 
lower the veil at pleaſure. | The luminary: 
part of the buſineſs was the effect of phof- 


phorous and other chemical preparations, 
D 2 in 
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| in which he was a perfect adept ; and 
4 theſe tranſparencies were either diſcloſed, 
| or hid by his management of liders, in 
grooves, governed by ſtrings and pulleys 
on the ſame conſtruction by which the 
"veil was elevated or depreſſed. The two 
Inſcriptions over the head of the image, 
and the glory were alſo managed by ſliders 
one "above another, all of which were con- 
' . "cealed by pictures hung before them, 
which he lowered at pleaſure by a fimilar 
contrivance. But to prevent all poſſibili- 
ty of detection, he never diſplayed his 
| Aluminations till he had Tufficiently terri- 
Hed her with the thunder, which was con- 
trived by a common deception often uſed 
by the proprietors of public ſhews. 


. eig provided leren large plicable 
ſheets of copper and iron, he fixed them in 
if wooden frames in-the ay ſo that they 


were 


©. 
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were confined , at top and bottom, and 
capable of eoncuſſion in the middle, where 
he bored a hole in each; through theſe 
he inſerted a cord, and ſecuring them with 
a knot on the further fide, he united them 
to another cord, which paſſed through a 
hole in the cloſet door, and one in the 
back of his wooden chair, wherein he ſat ; 
ſo that pulling the main cord he gave mo- 
tion to all the plate at once. . 


© Such as are not acquainted with this 
device, might eaſily be. deceived by the 
agitation of a ſingle plate. When the 
encreaſing operation of this machinery had 
ated on the fears of the lady, who was 
kneeling before him with her face to the 
image, and her back to him, he diſplayed 
his fireworks, by drawing his ſliders, and 
with a ſudden jerk with the cord by which 

3 D 3 be 
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be commandled his thunder, he diſengaged 
the plates from their frames, which fell to 
the ground with a dreadful clangor, ſtrik- 
Ing againſt each other, and occaſioned 


tthe horrible exploſion which prepared her 


mind for his ſubſequent impoſitions, the 
effects of which we have already deſcrib- 
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CHAP. III. 


Continued, — He relates the elle of the  fore= 
going adventure, and the dreadful conſe- 


quences reſulting to himſelf, and all parties 


concerned therein. 
H grand point being accompliſhed, 
my maſter found very little diffi- 
culty in reconciling his -penitent to her 
fituation, and ſoon prevailed on her to 
ſubmit to a repetition of her penance, and 
repeat the ſacrifice ſhe had already made. 


„To perſons unacquainted with the 
unbounded authority with which the holy 
paſtors are inveſted, over the minds of 
their .infatuated flocks, this may appear 
extraordinary. But the influence of fana- 
tical enthuſiaſm in thoſe days was indefi- 
nate. The firſt maxim that my maſter 


24 AR CAL. on Tur 
had inculcated in the mind of Tereſa, and 
others who had choſe him for their guide 
from their infancy, was, that the fathers of 

1 "he holy motherchurch can never err: hav- 

1 ing thus eſtabliſhed the doctrine of infalli- 

diaility, he had proceeded to inſtruct her, 

that they often had recourſe to ways and 
means for the accompliſhment of their 
pious purpoſes, entirely incomprehenſi- 
ble, on account of their intricacy to the 
reſt of mankind, but more particularly the 


profane. | 


TAs his cautious diſſimulation had 

; | hitherto , ayailed to ſhield his character 
* detection, i it was no wonder he was 
i able to prevail on her to continue a com- 
. merce commenced under the ſanction of 
. an; atonement to the church; a precedent. 
of which we find in the Mahometan code, 

© as. that impoſtor had the addreſs to 


con- 
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convince his numerous diſciples, that no 
woman, be her ſtation or condition what 
it would, was contaminated by his em- 
brace. Nor was my maſter under the 
leaſt apprehenſions for the natural conſe- 


quence for this infamous and cruel deed. 
He knew ſhe was to be married in a week, 


| when it would be her on intereſt to con- 


ceal what had paſſed, ſhould ſhe repent, 
or have the audacity to think of revealing 


what he had urged as her duty to conceal. 
But vengeance was at hand, the time ap- 
proached when the veil of hypocriſy was 
to be torn-away, and he was to be unfold- 
ed to the world, appear in his proper 
colours, finally meet the due reward of all 


his diabolical proceedings, and that by one 


ok thoſe accidents againſt which no human 


tres could provide. 


ic A few "Ry before tier 5254 on fir 
the 
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the marriage of Don Ferdinand de Porta- 
carero, and Donna Tereſa. D' Aguilar, the 
former by reaſon of a ſudden irruption of 
the Moors, was ordered to join the army, 
(in which he held a conſiderable poſt) 
without delay. Having taken a tender 
and haſty leave of bis intended bride, (who 
bad more reaſon than her diſappointed 
nuptials, to be overwhelmed at this unex- 
pected ſeparation) he obeyed the calls of 
duty and honour with all the chearfulneſs 
he could aſſume, comforting himſelf that 
he ſhould poſſibly have an opportunity of 
atchieving ſome exploit, . which might 
render him more : worthy of his miſtreſs's 
| love ; J whom in the meantime, he wiſhed 
to retire from Madrid, and reſide in the 
country (whither they were. ſhortly to re- 
tire for the ſummer). till his return. Her 
father $ country ſeat lying i in his road, he 


To actordingly 620 them ſo-far, 
A and 
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and then proceeded to j in an army by 
whom he was adored for all thoſe military 


qualities which rendered him famous as a 


ſoldier, and-to whom he was endeared by - 
the more conciliating virtues of juſtice, 
bumanity, and honour, which made him 
valued as a man. 


It was, at the very moment that my 
maſter was congratulating himſelf on the 
ſucceſs of his ſtratagem, and enjoying in 
idea, the cruel triumph he had gained, 
that he heard of theſe tranſactions. He 
received it in the ſame manner as a cri- 
minal, cajoled by an Old Bailey miſcre- 
ant with the certainty - of a pardon, does 
the warrant for his death. He was not 
however without hopes. that no conſe. 
quences would enſue, or that Don Ferdi- 
nand might return in time to adopt the 
witneſs of his impious guilt, venting the 


£0 | rage 
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rage of apprehenſive horror on the Moors, 
whom he inceſſantly curſed with the moſt 
bitter imprecations of vindictive wrath. 
In the meantime, week after week rolled 
on, and there was no proſpect of an end 
to the campaign, while the town was filled 
with the news of Ferdinand's military | 
deeds, who was at length taken priſoner, 
and it was four months before he was ex- 


ont | 


c If the news of theſe events Glled my 
ber. with alarm, how was it encreaſed, 
| when Tereſa contrived to let him know 
that ſhe was pregnant, The commiſſion 
ok one ſin is ſo often the occaſion of a 
- multitude, that no perſon when once he 
ſteps aſide from the paths of rectitude, 
can with certainty. preſume to ſay Thus 
far will F go, while the ſucceeding errors 
are often of a deeper die than the original, 
"IP | and 
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and primary deviation from the rules of 


right, of which they were the conſequent. ; 
effect; the propriety of this remark was 


verified in the preſent caſe, for the prieſt 


now conceived the idea of ſhifting the 


burden of his iniquity from himſelf, to him 
who from the well known attachment that 


ſubſiſted between them, could with the 
greateſt probability be accuſed thereof. To 


do this, it was neceffary, to remove the 


ſuppoſitious perpetrator of the crime, for 


precluding certain detection and diſgrace, > 


There was only one method to effect this | 


Dead men tell no tales, he therefore 


reſolved the lover ſhould be murdered; 


as to his penitent, he gave himſelf no 
thought concerning her, for her lover 


dead, he made no doubt of her keeping a a 


ſecret, it would then anſwer no purpoſe to 
reveal, and that ſhe would cafily be pre” 


vailed on to avow her having N him 


Vol II. 99 | tha 


„ Al. bs bat © 
the laſt, and fatal proof of her affeQtion, 
Oe his departure to the camp. 


225 The very day of the ie of the 
aſſaſſins at the army, who were to have 
diſpatched the lover, Ferdinand (the 
Moors having been routed) obtained 
leaye to return to Madrid; and he alighted 
at the door of the Count d'Aguilar, be- 
fore they had the leaſt intimation of his 
approach ; where the ſcene that was exhi- 
bited to his view, and the reception he 
met with, ſurpaſſed all his conjectures to 
comprehend, His miſtreſs was in ſtrong 
convulſions, the unhappy parents in ago- 
nies of alternate grief and rage for her 
tuation, and the reſentment at the diſ— 
grace which threatened their illuſtrious 
bou ſe, viſible to them in her perſonal 
appearance; while he, inſtead of being 


received with that warmth of friendſhip, 
5 | which 
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which as one ſo ſoon to be nearly allied 
to them, he had reaſon to expect, was 
loaded with every opprobrious reproach, 
which reſentment could ſuggeſt, termina- 
ting in threats of vengeance, due to the 
enormity of imagined crime, in the ſeduc- 
tion of their only child. Don Ferdinand 
was a man of the ſtricteſt honour, and had 
a young man aſperſed him with half the 
aſperity with which the Count had expreſ- 
ſed himſelf, in all likelihood ſomething 
fatal would have happened on the ſpot. . 
But tho' brave, his courage was tempered 
with diſcretion. It was not the flaſh of 
momentary fire, but the cool and ſteady 
reſult of honourable worth; he regarded 
the Count, the father of the woman whom 
he loved, at the ſame time that he reſ- 
ſpected his venerable age; ſurprized, con- 
founded, and incenſed as he was, he'faw 
ſome unfortunate ealamity had occurred. 


E 2 and 
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i and chat it was then no time for explana- 
| tion, his affiftance being rejected, himſelf 
| -reviled, treated with contempt, and all 
-the endeavours he uſed by enquiry to 
| *develope the extraordinary ſcene he had 
been witneſs to, being anſwered. with a 
Peremptory diſmiſſion from the houſe. 
He therefore retired, reſolving in his own 
mind never to return, till ſummoned to 
receive an ample ſatisfattion, with due con- 
ceffions, for the indignities he had there 
fſuſlained, which he placed to the account 
dl ſome inconceivable miſtake ; the con- 
— Feiouſneſs of his own integrity affuring 
bim, they were as unmerited from them, 
. uss, were unexpected 90 himſelf. 2 


Vs 11 Was . he . for an ex- 
eee He had arrived at the critical 


moment, when the parents of Tereſa had 
Gſcovercd * edlen. which ſhe had 


with 
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with the utmoſt difficulty — till 


then ; but at laſt the ſeverity of her diſ- 
order, and the grief under which ſhe 


laboured, rendered it impoſlible any longer 
to bear up under her corporal and mental 


woes ; and ſhe could no longer avoid 
obſervation, to do which, ſhe had hitherto 


had recourſe to ſuch means, to. diſguiſe 


the alteration in her ſhape, as threw her 
into the ſituation above deſcribed, at the 
very inſtant Don Ferdinand arrived, The 
means undertaken by her mother on the 
inſtant for her recovery, betrayed the 
occaſion of her complaint; as they knew 
that no perſon had acceſs to her but Fer- 
dinand, ſo as to have an opportunity to 
accompliſh her ruin, (for of my pious 
maſter they did not entertain the leaſt 
ſuſpicion) they naturally concluded he 


had taken undue advantage of her af- 


fection, to overwhelm. them in- a calamity, 


which was attended with ſuch exceſs of 


E 3 grief. 
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gif. It was thereſore no wonder they 
gave him a reception, as inhoſpitable, and 
inimical to him, as they ſuppoſed his con- 
duct had been injurious to themſelves. 
The beſt advice was procured, when her 
violent agitations brought on a miſcarriage, 
attended with ſymptoms, that in the opi- 
nion of the faculty, foretold a certain and 
| Tpeedy diſſolution. Hitherto there had 
been no intervals, which had permitted 
an explanation when ſhe was more com- 
poſed, and they in the tendereſt manner 
interrogated her, on the circumſtances of 
her diſtreſs, ſhe was obſtinately dumb to 
n r which was aſked. 


Having lain two days in a ſtate of 
| Teeming inſenſibility, ſhe had a favoura- 
ble intermiſſion, and defired to ſee her 

parents; after thanking them for all their 

b . and —_ love, ſhe 
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requeſted, as the laſt fayour which ſhe 
ſhould be able to require, or they have an 
opportunity to grant, that Don Ferdi- 
nand might be ſent for without delay ; 
when ſhe would before her parents, her 
uncle (who happened to be there) and 
her lover, diſcloſe the ſtory of her fall, 
which as ſhe felt herſelf declining faſt, 
ſhe wiſhed ſhould be properly atteſted. 
Averſe as her father was to any interview ' 
with him, whom he made no doubt, ſhe 
intended publickly to reproach, yet find- 
ing her relapſe into her former filence 
on his demur, curious to learn the parti- 
culars of what he almoſt feared to hear, 
and perſuaded by his brothef, who hav- 
ing obſerved the whole ſcene, with an 
_ impartial eye, thought the conduct of 
Ferdinand inconſiſtent with his guilt, he 
at length conſented ; on which the lat- 
ter himſelf went and fetched him from 
„ 
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Madrid, tho'-not without ſome reluQance 
on the part of Ferdinand; till the cir- 
cumſtances, and the earneſt deſire of Te- 
reſa, to behold him once again before ſhe 
died were related. Deſirous however to 
exculpate himſelf, and anxious for the 
explanation of what he had ſeen, when 
he arrived, (as nothing had tranſpired) 

he returned with the uncle to their coun- 
try houſe; where Donna Tereſa in the 
preſence of her father, mother, uncle, 
lover, and two notaries, often interrupted 
with the anguiſh ſhe ſuſtained, gave a 
minute relation upon oath, of the whole 
tranſaction between my maſter and her- 
ſelf. Having thus to the aſtoniſhment of 
all her hearers, diſburthened her mind of 
the load which had long oppreſſed it, the, 
contrary to the opinion of every one, from | 
that day began to mend in her health, 
which ſhe recoyered ſo far as to become a 
= member 
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member of the family, but was ſoon ſeized 


with ſilent melancholy ; and after retiring 


into a convent, where, her reaſon by de- 


grees forſaking her, ſhe lingered for ſome , 


time, and expired univerſally lamented, 
raving mad. To return to my maſter— 


Entirely ignorant of all that paſſed, 


from his ſuſpence he endured the torments 


of the damned; from which he was ſoon 
relieved by a certainty which ſhook his 
ſoul with apprehenſion of impending fate. 
In hourly expectation of the news of 
Ferdinand's deceaſe, he heard that every 


particular had come to light, and his vic- 

tim ſafe arrived, beyond the power of his 
arts. Application having been made to 
the proper magiſtrates, he was apprehend- 


ed and impriſoned, at the very inſtant 
he was meditating future miſchief, to ſe- 


cure bimſelf by the deſtruction of the Da 
| lady 
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lady, when ſhe ſhould return from the 
country; and was actually then employed 
in mixing up the doſe, wherewith he in- 
tended to execute his wicked purpoſe, 


that the meaſure of his nigwir might 
be complete. 


The myſtery of the ſupernatural ap- 
pearances were then explained on ſearch- 
ing the chapel, which had perplexed the 
examination of Tereſa's narrative. Every 
poſſible means were exerted by the holy 

church, to ſmother the abhorrent flame 

kindled in the minds of all ranks, degrees 
and ſects, by the report of this affair; or 
at leaſt to give it ſuch a perverted con- 
firuftion, as to take off the odium with 
* which the prieſthood was univerſally 
ſligmatiſed there for. When all their en- 
deayours failed, they ſtrained. every nerve 
to avert the 1 tn M ſcandal which 


73. 
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muſt inevitably follow his execution, and 
overwhelm the holy office in diſgrace. 


* 


FI But the united intereſt of Portacarero 


and D' Aguilar carried all before it; his 


guilt was further aggravated by the capture 


of the aſſaſſins, hired to murder Ferdi- 


nand; who being threatned with the rack, 
after they had made an unſucceſsful at- 
tempt on the perſon who ſucceeded to the 


quarters of Don Ferdinand, of whoſe 


abſence they. were ignorant, and fipding 
there was no hopes of protection from 
my maſter, (whoſe inſtruments they had 
long been) confeſſed all they knew of his 
enormous life; in the courſe of which, 
ſuch ſcenes of iniquity were opened to the 
public view, as were of themſelves ſuffi- 
cient to bring him to his end, and he was 


condemned to ſuffer a death, to which in 


bis jnquiltorial capacity, he bad often 
been 
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been aevdifary; in bringing the [unhappy 
wretches who were ſo miſerable, on ac- 
count of their wealth, or opinionative 
* oppoſition, to become the victims of that 
- accurfed court. Every effort to ſave him 
. having failed, they at length prevailed ſo 
| far, as to obtain a temporary reſpite, du- 
ring which they endeavoured to procure 
an order from court for a private execu- 
tion; doubtful of the event, and being 
too well guarded to ſtrangle him, as they 
wiſhed to do, in priſon, they applied to 
Rome, and poſſibly their application 
might have met with undeſerved ſucceſs, 
but heaven whoſe: mercy no doubt was 
. exhauſted, and wearied with the repeated 
_ inſults offered it, could no longer tolerate 
the exiſtence of ſuch: a being on the ha- 
bitable globe; and tho” for wiſe ends, (be- 
'  yond the reach of our ſhallow perception) 
it ſuffers the temporary influence of our 
its 2 8 c ſpecies 
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ſpecies to prevail, will often in your world 
make ſtriking examples of its juſtice on 
the ſpot; one of which was now to be 
exhibited in the perſon of my maſter, and 
for the greater efficacy of the warning it 
was to convey, in the moſt public manner, 
attended with circumſtances which bid de- 
fiance to the lenity of the legiſlature, or 
the palliating ſecret reſources of the 
church. Fan 


© It has been already related, that Don 
Ferdinand was infinitely dear to the army, 

the corps which were particularly, under 
his command, were chiefly compoſed of 
Hugenots; who having fled from perſe- 

cution, and being harraſſed, to avoid fur- 
ther calamities had become Catholics, at | 
leaſt to outward appearance. The mild 
unbigotted, though zealous fervour which 
he had always exhibited for his religion, 

a. bad 
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had induced the wiſdom of the council 
to unite them in one body, whereof he 

was conſtituted general, in hopes that he 
| would reconcile them to the change, and 
ſecure their allegiance to the ſtate. On 
the reſpite for my maſter, while they 


waited for their anſwer ſrom the Pope, a 
Tumour had ſpread among the troops that 


he was pardoned, and their general con- 
fined in the priſon of the inquifition, and 
to be delivered over to the ſecular arm ; 
on this repbrt they determined to ſave 
their beloved commander, and to exact 
vengeance on his foe. They took their 
meaſures accordingly, and forcing their 
oſſicers along with them, at a concerted 
-fignal, a large body appeared in arms, 
and marching all night, at day- break 
entered the capital, from which they were 

quartered not above eight hours march. 
. Having in vain ſought for Ferdinand in 
Ef 8 | the 
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the priſon, which they broke open, they 
ſurrounded that where my maſter was 
confined, whom they dragged forth, 


while others were preparing the faggots 
and the ſtake without. 


* 


© It was at this inſtant the general ar- 
rived, and though perhaps ſecretly pleaſed 
at the event, endeavoured to appeaſe 
them; but they had gone too far to re- 
_ cede. For once they diſobeyed and ma de” 
him take his poſt; then forming a large 
circle round the pile, one of them in a 
rough but honeſt ſpeech harrangued the 
innumerable multitude, which on the 
news of this extraordinary fight had col- 
lected; ſetting forth the enormity of his 
deeds, they ſet fire to the wood, and my 
maſter was burnt to death, amonglt the 
acclamations of the ſoldiers, who enjoyed | 
the exeruciating pangs he felt, n were 


- 
— 
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| heightened by every means that yengeance 
could dictate, and a due deteſtation of his 


crimes ſuggeſted, after which 1 peace- 


5 ably retired. 


The civil daslbätät, or eccleſiaſtical 
excommunication of ſuch a body, who 
* only anticipated an act of juſtice, was 

a work of danger; the government there- 
fore unanimouſly agreed to let the buſineſs: 
drop, eſpecially as the offenders were 


5 newly converted to the faith, and the 


Fope in his anſwer, which arrived that 
very day from Rome, abſolutely. reſuſed 


* to interfere in his behalf, while he ſecretly 


ſent orders to put him privately to death. 
. To finiſh the cataſtrophe. of the ſeveral 
performers i in this tragedy, without future 


| interruption, ſuffice it to ſay, that F erdi- 


nand returned to the wars which broke 


out ſoon alter, where he quickly found | 
J 5 the 
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the honourable death he ſought, and the 
miſerable parents ſoon ſunk down with 


ſorrow to the grave.—Such was the con- 
ſequence of bigotry and unlimited confie 


dence in a Romiſh prieſt. 


It was on this occaſion that I firſt ex- 


perienced the pains of transformation, to 


which the ſentence before related ſubjected 


me, in the liquification of my metallic 


form. From the time I had come into 
the poſſeffion of the prieſt, he had worn 
me pendant at his neck ; and to avoid the 
trouble of taking me off and on when be 
choſe to expoſe me on a holiday, or pre- 
ſerve my beauty on ordinary days, he had 
encloſed me in a little wooden caſe, ſo 
nicely fitted, that without a very accurate 
inſpe&ion, it was not perceivable that 
any thing was contained therein ; appear- 
ing oaly as one of thoſe little wooden 
92 cruci- 
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erucifixes worn in common by the prieſts. 
Unfortunately for me, on the day he was 
4 "apprehended I was covered by the wooden 
. caſe, ſo that there was nothing in my ap- 
pearance to tempt the rapacious myrmi- 
dons of law, and excite the avarice of judi- 
_ "Gals rapine; and as to the very laſt, he 
had hopes of pardon, by the interpoſition 
of a power, which till then had never been 
known to exert itſelf in vain, he had 
afterwards carefully concealed me from 
their view. By this means the ſame fire 
that diſmiſſed his wicked ſoul from its 
en 0 dwelling, having quickly con- 
ſumed che outſide covering, melted the 
-filver compoſition in which I was con- 
fined; this, to my inexpreſſible torment, 
| running down his body, at length united 
zin a ſhapeleſs maſs, impregnated with 


* 


ſmoke and dirt. 5 15 
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CHAP. IV 
He falls into the hands of a Pardon-monger, 
— The doftrine of indulgences expounded, 
— His Maſter makes a ſcourge for his own 
back, — He changes his ſervice again. —4 
diſplay of Dutch politeneſs, with a prafticat 
aſſertion of the Female rights, 


N this condition, when the conflagra- 
tion ceaſed, I was picked up barely 
cool, by one of the ſurrounding guards 
that happened to be ſtationed near the 
pile, who next morning ſhewed me to an 
intimate acquaintance, an alguaail. 


The alguazil, who had bought his place 
from the cli ppings and filings he had pur- 
loined, in the ſhop of a ſilverſmith with 
whom he had ſerved hig time, having 
| looked at and aſcertained my value, like 

25 c f m 
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a true friend told him, it was nothing bu 
a piece of petrified clay, and before his 
face threw me into the kennel ; whence 
on the departure of the ſoldier, he took 
me up, wiped me clean, and carried me 
to a ſhop, where he received the value 
in good piſtoles of Spain : Here I again 
endured the pains of fuſion, encreaſed by 
thoſe of malleation, filing, &c. till I was 
converted into a ſnuff - box, of fingular 
faſhion, peculiar to the country. 


1 had not laid long in his window, 
before I attracted the notice of a devotee, 
who prelented me to a reyerend roſy ſon 
of the church, for certain ſervices, where- 
in he acted in a double capacity, as partici- 
pator of her crimes, and the abſolver of 
her lin. My new maſter. was a jolly Do- 
minican, who ſacrificed liberally to Ve- 
nus and Bacchus, to whom he was more 

CON- 
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conſtant in his devotion; than to the pa- 
tron of his order, and the ſhrine of St. 
Dominic; yet he never ſuffered his plea · 
ſure to intrude upon his buſineſs, Which 
he proſecuted with the moſt unremitting 


aſſiduity and care, fleecing his penitents 
without mercy, omitting no opportunity 
to amaſs a heap, with which he meditated 
to decamp, obtain promotion as a dignij- 
tary of the church, and ſee his friends as 
Rome. | e 


For this purpoſe he engaged in trade, 
and dealt in commodities, than which 
not the doctrine of purgatory itſelf, 1 has. | 
proved a more abundant ſource of profit, | 
to enrich the treaſury of the holy ſee. 
Theſe were the articles of indulgences, 
which originally imported only a diſpen- 
ſation from the papal power, from the 
obſervation of certain ceremonies, fuch as 

| | faſting 


- ARGAL, oz TRE 


_ faſting, abſtinence from fleſh, remiſſion of 


” 
© . 
* 


temporal puniſhments for crimes, awarded 
by the church, &c. inſomuch that ex- 
emptions from the ſtrict obſervation of 
lent, in the articles of meat and eggs, are 
faid to have been publickly fold by auc- 
tion. But in proceſs of time, as every 
inſtitution is liable to abuſe, the under- 
ſtrappers of the church, impoſing on the 
. Ignorance. of the vulgar, carried on an 
open and ſcandalous traffic in indulgen- 
cies, which they granted, in the more 
extenſive ſenſe of a permiſſion to fin; for 
which a ſtated price was paid, proporti- 
oned to the enormity of the crime in- 
| tended to be committed, 


My maſter . by a moſt ſucceſs- 
ful trade in this profitable branch (where 


there was no riſque and all clear gains) 
amaſſed a conſiderable treaſure, about the 
time 


* 
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time I paſſed into his bands, thought it 
high time to purſuc his intended. plan of 
elevation, to which he was the rather ac- 
celerated, by the envy to. which he had 
ſubjected himſelf among the brotherhood, 
who he was apprehenſive, might take ad- 
vantage of ſome irregularities he had been 
guilty of to expoſe, and plunder him of 
his laborious ſervice, in the vineyard of 
the holy ſee. llaving therefore deter- 


mined to travel as a Mendieant, to fave 


charges on the road, he diſpoſed» of his 
property. in the moſt portable manner, 
and putting me into a little leathern purſe, 


he fixed on a day for his departure. It 
unfortunately happened, that the Domi- 


-nican had long had an intrigue with- a 
courtezan in the city, of whom he was 
ſo enamoured, that he could not bear the 
thought of parting with her; he therefore 8 


propoſed that ſhe ain meet him at Rome, 


and 


9 
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and as an inducement, gaye her ſome hints 
df his poſſeſſions and future expectations. 


The wench artfully made herſelf miſtreſs 


of his whole deſign, and even obtained a 
ſight of treaſures, which from that moment 
the conſidered as her own ; on his depar- 
ture ſhe immediately ſent for a cheva- 
lier d'Induſtrie, with whom ſhe had long 


been acquainted, and partly ſupported with 


the Dominican's offerings at her ſhrine ; 


to him ſhe related the intended journey of 


2 he prieſt, the road he meant to take, and 
the wealth he was to carry with him, pro- 


poſing that he ſhould attack, and eaſe him 
of that unneceſſary load, and reduce him 


| to the mendicant ſtate in reality, which 
for convenience he had aſſumed, after 


. 


objection, to the transfer of the prieſt's 


which that they ſhould meet and — 
the ſpoil. 


a Tho- the chevalier had not the leaſt | 


property 
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property, he pauſed a while to conſider 
the conſequences, which might enſue from 
the accompliſhment thereof ; robbing a 
roman catholic prieſt, in a country where - 
prieſts enjoyed ſuch confidence and pow- 
er, in ſpiritual and temporal concerns, 
was a {ſerious matter. He foreſaw that if | 
he was taken, the plunder would be con- 
ſidered as the goods of the church, and | 
he-ſhould incur the imputation of ſacri- 
lege, which he finally might expiate up- 
on the wheel. After ſome reflection, he 
thought he had hit upon a method to 


obtain the prize, and obviate the conſe- 


ſequences of detection, in caſe of the 
worſt, and to the great joy of the girl 
(who rejoiced on more accounts than one) 
he engaged in the enterprize. Her ſatis- 


faction was threefold ; firſt, ſhe hoped to 
engroſs the plunder, ſecondly. to acquire 


the reward for bringing him to juſtice, 
Vor II, GS and 
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and laſtly ſhe gratified her revenge, for 
certain ungrateful neglects and conceal- 
ments he had been guilty of, in their 

Joint concerns, but the ſequel will ſhew 
ſhe had to deal with one, who did not do 
things by halves, and that ſhe was reckon- 


C The = before he ſet out, the chevalier 
viſited the Dominican, and told him he 
had occaſion for an indulgence for com- 
5 miſſion of a crime he found it necęſſary to 
commit. That he ſhould not have antici- 
pated the pardon, but that hearing he was 
going to exert his pious labours for the 
benefit of ſome diſtant cure, he was too 
well eonvinced ok the efficacy of his pray- 
ers (which he hoped he would vouchſafe to 
grant him on the occaſion) to let ſlip the 
opportunity of applying for them, before 
be 9 from the town, My maſter 


"Pp highly 
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(highly gratified by the compliment paid 
him) anſwered, he would indulge him, 
provided it was not a ſin of fo black a 
die, as to preclude the poſſibility of any 
fucceſsful interceſſion in his behalf, if 
they eould agree upon the price. The 
chevalier preſently ſatisfied his pretended 
ſcruples (which indeed were only made 
with a view of raiſing the market) by an 
aſſurance That it was only an abrupt 
ſolicitation for a loan, from one who could 
well afford to ſpare, from an enormous 
heap, accumulated by impoſition, and ava- 
rice, which he was conſtrained to borrow, 
to enable him to fulfil a pious yow, and 
raiſe a temporary ſupply, for the prefing 
neceſſities of indigent merit, nearly rela- 
ted to the unfeeling party, from whom 
the loan was to be extorted. That from - 
this ſmall evil, much good would cer- 
tainly reſult, as it would be the means of 

G 2 relieving * 
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relieving a virtuous object, expiring under 


te calamities, incident to worldly want.“ 
My maſter, (who perfectly underſtood the 


palliating colouring, with which he had 


ſoftened the picture of a robbery, he 
a intended to commit) had now only one 


condition, which was in his opinion the 
moſt material circumſtance of all ; this 
was, with reſpe& to the payment of the 
ſtipulated price. He therefore told the 
chevalier, that as the indulgence was an- 
ticipated, he recommended to his conſi- 


dexation, what ample peace offering he 
wouldimake the holy church, for her un- 


bounded love, hoping it would be ſuch, 
as to evince the due ſenſe he entertained 


5 of the favours he was going to receive. 
He was proceeding in the ſame ſtrain, 


when the other ſtopping him, cut him 


hort in his exhortation, by an acknow- 


gte lo far * his expectations, 
and 
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and dale fee (which he begged he 
would accept, and diſpoſe of in charity 
as his wiſdom ſhould direct, according to 
the uſual cant in ſuch caſes) that the prieft 
would if required, for fuch another, have 
given an abſolution, for the perpetration 


of all the crimes, compreheaded in the 


black catalogue of mortal ſin, 


The pardon having been expedited, 


| with every ſanctimonious act neceſſary 
'to eſtabliſh its validity, (the expence of 
which the purchaſer did nor regard, for 


a reaſon which will ſoon appear) all par- 
ties concerned made the neceſſary diſpo- 
ſitions for a march. The nymph (tho” 
ſhe might have ſpared herſelf the trouble) 
inſtead of repairing to the place of ren» 
dezyous, reſolving to be with the deva 
lier, before ſhe was expected, to watch 
his operations, and play her aftergame, 
6 3 in 
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in return for his infidelities and partial 
dealings, in the diviſion of booty obtained, 
in the courſe of their aſſociation, to levy 


contributions on the public. But he, to 
an equal degree of knavery, added a ſu- 
perior mare of experience in man and 
woman kind. As my maſter was travel- 
ling thro' an unfrequented path, which 
ſaved him half a league, he was ſuddenly 
attacked by a perſon in diſguife, who 


robbed him of every thing worth taking 


away, and the ſnuff-box among the reſt ; 
hut it happened the reſiſtance the prieft 
made, gave time for ſome working pea- 
ſants, who were alarmed at his cries, to 
come up, and ſeize the rogue; an acci- 
dent entirely compenſated by the diſpo- 


Ken of the prince, in whoſe territory 
the fact was e 


= Fat ar tom a bigot, he rejoiced i in eye- 


to 
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to curb the exorbitant power of the Ro- 


miſh church. The thief being brought 


inſt antly before him, fo far from endga- 


vouring to palliate his offence, or ſupplis 
cate the mercy of the prince, with ſurpri- 
zing audacity, boldly avowed the deed ; 


and throwing off his diſguiſe, preſented 
himſelf to the confounded pardon- monger, 
with the indulgence he had granted, for 
an outrage he little imagined, was to be 


executed on himſelf, and which by a kind 
of reſtributive juſtice, had operated on 


the ſource from which it was - derived, 
So ſcandalous a proſtitution of the ſacred 


cloth, excited the juſt indignation of all 


preſent, while the ingenuity. of my new 


proprietor, afforded them the higheſt en- 
tertainment. His highneſs ſo far from 
puniſhing him, did not even conſider him 


in the light of a culprit, but immediately 
diſcharged him, turning the whole weight 
| | . of 
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70 
of his refontment on the Dominican, whom 
be ordered into cloſe confinement, at firſt 

| reſolving to puniſh him for his abomina- 
ble profanation in an exemplary manner, 
but in conſideration of the heavy loſs he 
had ſuſtained, after a ſevere repremand, 
| 9 him with ee 


5 In the mean time my maſter, tho 
75 acquitted, knew too well the inveterate 


© xancour of a Romiſh prieſt, to loſe a mo- 


ments time in quitting a country, near 
one where the arms of the clergy were 

fo long, and ſuch the graſp of their all- 
griping hands, that they ſeldom failed of 
ſeizing the object of their rage, to make 
him an actual example of that poverty, 


they pretended to confeſs. From the pre- 


Fence of his highneſs, without the leaſt 
thought of the damſel, who had been the 
firſt cauſe of his acquiſition, and who 

| _— 


| STLVER DEVIL. 71 


was expecting him with all the eagerneſs 
of hope, but whom he did not chuſe to 
truſt (ſo feeble are the bonds of that u- 
nion which has not honour ſor its baſe) 
he made the beſt of his way into another 
country, whence his departure was pre- 
cipated, by an accident which had nearly 
coſt him his liſe. 1 


: Dining at a public ordinary, where 
were preſent an elderly lady, her daughter 
and two Dutchmen, there were placed 
upon the table three peaches, which were 


rarities at that ſeaſon of the year; one of 


them was immediately ſeized by a Hol- 
lander, the old lady took another, and my 
maſter (who though reduced to live by 


his wits, was a man of gallantry) helped 
the young one to the third. The Dutch- 


man who was next to him, and oppolite 
to her, fat ſome minutes with his eyes 


1 upon her plate, exhibiting a moſt 
ludicrous 


* 
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| dl picture of fretful diſappointed 

gluttony; at laſt ſtarting up and exclaim- 
ing, while the water ran out of his mouth, 
Dunder and blichſen, mynheer, vaut de 
devil be de meaning of daut?' he then 
+ fapped one hand on the table, and reach- 
with the other acroſs, ſtuck his long 

knife into the young lady's peach, and 


brought it to his plate. The gallant 


ſenfibility of the chevalier being rouſed 


at this uncourteous act, and flagrant in- 
fringement of the polite preference due 


on ſuch occaſions to the female ſex, en- 
creaſed by the circumſtances of their being 
bis country-women, cried out, Damn 


vou, you ſcoundrel, take that, at the 


fame time pining his hand to the table 
- with his fork. His companion at this 
- drew forth his ſnickaſnee and made to- 
wards bim, when my * being next 


. door, got out and turned the key, 
which 


— os — O& a. oe. . 
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which luckily being on the outſide, he 
put it in his pocket, locked them in, and 
ran to his inn, where (not · venturing to 
ſtay to remove his trunk) he took his 


treafure, and flew to the waterhde, and 


was fortunate enough to jump into the 


| conveyed him to the ſhip ; here he lay 
WH concealed till they were fairly out at fea, 
by means of a handſome gratuity to the 
ſailors; and when he appeared before the 
captain, and related the tory, he was ſo 
highly delighted, that he with pleaſure 
tranſported him to a principality, where 
he was under no apprehenſions from the 
reſentment of the cruel and vindictive 
Dutch. PRE ; 


CHAP. 


long-boat of a veſſel under fail, which 


# 


883 CHAP. V. 
He becomes the property of an ancient Perſon, 
' who is terrified by an alarming nofturnal 
5 . # rom an unexpeffed friend. 


HE firſt care of the cheating on 
his landing, was to turn his pro- 
perty into caſh, for which purpoſe he ap- 
plied to a perſon who not only kept a 

hop himſelf, but ſupplied moſt of the 
trade with goods. On obſerving that my 

. clumſy faſhion-was by no means calcu- 
| lated to promote a ſale in my preſent 
form, I was thrown into a vaſt ſmelting 
pot, and incorporated with a huge maſs 
of metal, which was afterwards cut into 
. lumps of different ſizes, ſome of which 
were worked (to my great torment) into 
a vaſt variety of ornamental trinkets, and 
articles of ule, 


of 
49 


«It 


4 


* 


SILVER DEVIL. = 


It i is here neceſſary 1 mould remind 
you, not only of the privileges I have 
already acquainted you I enjoyed, but 


particularly a local one, of which I have 
as yet not had occaſion to ſpeak, and ano- 


ther I was deprived of ſince the ſentence 
was paſſed, under which I was condemne 


to pain. Beſides the power of chuſing m 
, what part of my receptacle my eſſence 
ſhould reſide, of dividing and uniting it 


at pleaſure, of exerciſing the intellectual 


faculty, wherever there was the leaſt atom 


of my original vehicular machine, not- 


withſtanding adulteration or intermix- 


ture; I alſo was endowed with a certain 


intuitive quality, by which I was in- 
ſtinctively capable of knowing, to what 


part of the globe any of the component, N 


tho* minuteſt particles of my habitation 

were tranſported, and I could have acceſs | 

in my ſpiritual capacity ; but I was ab- 
Vol. II. H 3 ſolutelx * 
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ſolutely degraded from that influence on 
the minds of my poſſeſſors, which I en- 


| joyed, and exerted before my fall, as in 
the caſe of the favorite and prince, before 
related; the former of whom I inſpired 
- with a paſſion that ended in diſgrace, the 
latter inclined: to undertake a danger- 
ous und unprecedented voyage, to the 
glory « of that infernal majeſty I ſerve. 


© The Sperstion of the artiſt laſt men- 
tioned, much enlarged my ſphere of ob- 
ſervation, by the diſperſion of ſuch of my 

component parts as were wrought ; and 
as by fuſion I was embodied with the 
whole maſs, I (tho' in a ſmall degree) par- 
took of every drop of metallic liquid in 
the pot, and conſequently of thoſe lumps 
which were laid by till they were wanted, 


. >. of which I ſhall hereafter ſpeak, I ſhall 
: therefore henceforth in the adventures 


I may 


Fi 


. 


1 


another. 


* . 
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I may in future relate, be leſs particular 
in the proceſs of the tranſmutations I un- 


derwent, as by the immenſe multiplicity 


of my parts you may eaſily conceiye the 
extenſion of my progreſlive perceptions, 
and when I would wiſh to relate things 
which at different places happened at the 
ſame period (ſuch were my rights of loca- 
lity) I will preſerve ſuch an arrangement 
as will be leaſt liable to confuſion, and 


ſuſpend the narration of one ſcene by 


proper information, before I enter on 


4 


© I muſt alſo caution you againſt an 


impatience you may be liable to, on ac- 


count of any anachroniſms I may be under 
the neceſſity of committing in the recital 
of the ſubſequent adventures; as my 
knowledge was regulated by the adventi- 
tious appropriation of my various recep- 

| Ha | tacles, 
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tacles, by ſuch perſons into whoſe hands 
I fell; ſo that a ſtory will not always be 
introduced with the primary cauſe of its 
birth, an inſtance of which you will have 
in the courſe of the following e 
Narr detail. 


TR N firſt exreſſion tw: the houſe of 
the refiner \ was under the form of a pair of 
| flver compalles, 1 which were, purchaſed by 
a plain, decent, ſedate perſon, about three 
ſcore years of age, who appeared to be 
rather infirm. From the ſhop he directly 
went to an inn, where being told that the 
coach was juſt going, he took his ſeat in 
a ſage, and was conveyed to a town about 
ſexen leagues from that which he had left. 
On his arrival he went to an old caſtle, at 

one end of which he was indulged with 
apartments; a favour he obtained by the 
Wel of his moſt intimate friend, many 
1 81 11 years 
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years deceaſed. Soon after having ſup- 
ped, he went to his reſt, which was pre- 
ſently diſturbed by a very alarming cir- 
cumſtance. At twelve o'ciock he was 
awakened by a violent concuſſion of his | 
bed, when raiſing himſelf up, half petri- 


fied with fear, his curtains at the feet ſud- „ 


denly flew open, his chamber was illumi- 
nated, and he beheld the figure of his 
old friend in the dreſs in which he was 
uſually arrayed, who looking on him for 
a minute with a ſteady eye, ſpoke thus 
Stand collected, be not appaled, and 
know me for the ſpirit of thy departed 
friend; if thad wouldeſt avoid the miſe= 
ries of future life, and horrors of untime- 
ly death, keep this viſitation ſecret from 
the world, and execute what I command. 
Go to my imprudent ill adviſed ſon, tell 
him from me, if he ſtill perſeveres in the 
tenor of his preſent life, and does not 
3 — _ 


1 Me » | 3 24:33. % £i nnn 
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Alter his pernicious conduct, ruin will 
pooyeftake, and ſwift deſtruction ſweep him 
1 from the earth.“ Having faid this he 


1 retreated, keeping his eyes to 
wy laft fixed upon my maker" $ face, and 


| * be --* "JOPny with a "id ſweat, my maſter 
5 fell down in an agony of terror, but the 
=: _ foriner filence and darkneſs taking place, 
s 5 the anxiety of his mind correſponding 
| "Sith the fatigue of his Journey, he pre- 
ena relapſed into his interrupted ſleep. 
l On his waking, which was not till very 
= late the 1 next morning, he had but a con- 

fuſed idea of the tranſaQions of the night, 
B ih and. attributed them entirely to a dream, 
occaſioned by bis fatiguing expedition on 
the preceding day; there was however 
one circumſtance which perplexed him 
 Wangely, he was certain that he had, 


. 


4p $ bh _ 


. (1 © 5 according 
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according to his uſual cuſtom, drawn . 
curtains cloſe, and he found them wide 


open; however as there was a poſſibility 


that he had omitted it, he ſtill reſted con- 
vinced it was a dream. The next night 
at the ſame hour he was again diſturbed 
in the ſame manner; the ghoſt looking 
diſpleaſed, ſpoke in an angry tone, enjoin- 
ing his obedience to his orders, repeating 
his injunctions of ſecreſy, and diſappear= 
ing in the ſame manner as before. N 


. 
i 


The old gentleman, though not quite 
ſo terrified as at firſt, was greatly ſhotked, _ 
eſpecially as he durſt not take advice, or 
do any att by which the apparition's: viſit 


might be diſcovered. He began to. think | £ | 


it was a ſerious affair, of which he was 
convinced, when on returning from his. 


evening walk at duſk, as he paſſed the 
| rde of a grove, in a park contiguous to 
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the caſtle, he ſaw the figure gliding be- 
| ' tween the trees, when making a ſtop as 
de paſſed along, it waved its extended arm 
three times towards the capital, then 
ſeemed to link into the earth. 


As ſoon as my maſter arrived at his 
8 (which was not without ſome 
e after recruiting his ſpirits with 
2 glaſs of brandy, he ſat himſelf down 
to conſider what courſe he ſhould purſue; 
as he was not the object of the shoſt's 
ment, but was only deſired to carry | 
Bis warning to another, he determined to 
ne were ſome difficulties | 
attending the affair. The ſon of his b 
friend was not very eaſy of acceſs, and if 
he got admittance to him, he ran the 
„ riſque of being puniſhed as an impoſter. 
3 He now determined to ſpeak to the ſpirit, 
Went: therefore ſummoned all his courage, and 
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was at firſt in doubt whether to fit up or 
go to bed ; but at length reſolved to wait 
his third nightly appearance, before he 

went to reſt; for as he determined to obey, 
he thought it. would be: a. mark of more 
— ##; v0 | 


>> fy 


tf Accordingly be ls: a boy but 
ſuch was his apprehenſions of the ap- 
proaching ſcene, that he could not com- 


mand his attention to a ſingle word, When 85 


about balf an hour paſt eleven, his table 


was ſuddenly oyerturned, and the candle 


falling on the floor went out, bis fire was 


ſcattered by an exploſion in the chimney; | 
and entirely extinguiſhed by a ſhower of 1 nn 
water, which left him in total darkneſs; Ren fe : 
groans were heard, the door of his room — 
was opened and clapped too with, . 95 4 IM 
peated violence, and he was ſeized bye | 4 


hand which dragged him to the bed, and 


threw 


— 
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threw, ki upon it; all which he imputed 
to the offended ſpirit of his departed 
-friend, who, when the clock ſtruck twelve, 
appeared then in complete armour, with 
the beaver up ;/ in his right hand he held 
a ſpear, and on his left arm was fixed his 
ſhield, his countenance denounced wrath, 

his er contracted, and his eye-balls 
glared; advancing to the bed as before, 
be raiſed his ſpear, with which he aſſumed 
an attitude as if about to transfix my 
maſter where he lay, whoſe tears for his 


* © ſafety, and deſire to appeaſe his anger 


ſuperſeding all the terror excited by the 
fight, at length exclaimed ' Hold, dear 
companion of my former days, I will 
obey,—hold, and do not diſmiſs my un- 
prepared ſoul with all my imperfeQions 
on my head, but may 1 ſpeak my difficul- 
ties? Speak, and be brief.” replied the 
ſpitit, his countenance aſſuming a milder 


afpect, 


SILVER DEVII. 833 


aſpect, his uplifted ſpear reclining, and 
his whole appearance altered to a friendly 
guiſe. My maſter then objected the dif- 
ficulty before related, which the ghoſt 


obviated, by telling him to whom 'he 


ſhould apply to gain admittance to his 
ſon, and as a token of his veracity, in 
caſe of incredulity, bid him tell him to 
recollect where he paſſed the night ſome 
twenty years ago, upon the fifth of March, 
He then having uttered * Peace be with 
you'—departed a as before. 


I was now for the firſt time tormented 
with the ſolicitude of ungratiſied curioſity, 
having a very imperfe& idea of this 
ſtrange affair, for my maſter was not at 
at all concerned in the deception, and I 
deſpaired of accounting for the proceſs of 
the exploit; when an accidental event im- 


mediately unfolded the whole to my 


U | Com- 


» 
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comprehenſion, at the ſame time it will 


clearly explain to you in its relation, in 


hat very ſmall atoms of my vehicular 
. caſe my eſſence was occaſionally com- 
Naa 


- 


3 0 You recollect that I got into the poſ- 
ſeffion of the old gentleman by means of 
filver compaſſes he had bought; when he 
came to depoſit them in the caſe they were 
bought for, (and had left behind) he found 
the broad end was too large to go down, 
ſo that it would not ſhut; to remedy this, 
he had filed it to a proper ſize, and the 


| ſuperfluous particles had fallen upor the 


floor, which having been cleaned in his 
abſence, had not been ſwept away. In 
retiring. the laſt day, the ghoſt had trod 
upon the ſilver duſt, and his feet being 
damp it had adhered thereto, by which 


I was' attached to his perſon, and my 


jj | perception 
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perception had of conſequence, accels to 
his ſpiritual and temporal concerns, 


On his pronouncing his laſt bene- 
diction, he retired ſeveral paces back- 
ward, keeping his eyes ſtyl fixed upon 
the old gentleman, he then turned the 
ſlider of a dark lanthorn, which was con- 
veniently fixed to his perſon; being thus 
obſcured he ſtooped, groping till he felt 
the ends of a ladder, down which he deſ- 
cended, then placing the lanthorn in a 
corner, he reſtored the light, and diſcover» 


ed a ſquare vault which had formerly been 


a dungeon, in which he could juſt ſtand 
upright. He then lifted a door, that hung 
down on hinges in the vault, and ſhut 
upwards. This was of wood, nicely in- 
laid with marble on the upper fide, and 
was indeed the hearth of the fire-place 
above. The rabbit edges of the door 

Tok «ͤ were 


7 
: 
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were lined with leather, ſo that they would 
make no noiſe in ſhutting, and it faſtened 
with a ſpring, which my new maſter hay- 
ing done, he drew a couple of ſtrong 
_ bolts, and made all ſecure; then taking 
his light we proceeded out of the vault 
by a narrow arched paſſage at one corner, 
of ſome length, which brought us to a 
flight of ſtone ſteps, which aſcending we 


fr came into an open court, (ſurrounded by 
'the towers of the caſtle) of moſt diſmal 
aſpe&, full of weeds and nettles, the 


owls hooting, and the batts flitting by 


us as we paſſed. Having croſſed this, 


my maſter took a key out of his waiſt- 
coat pocket he wore under his armour, 
and unlocked a little door which opened 
on a wooden ſtaircaſe, at the top of which 
he let himſelf in by another key, to a 


handſome bed chamber behind the bed, 
which (having faſtened the door) he cloſed 
45 FI TI lo 
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cloſed fo as to hide it, he then pulled 
off his armour, made up his fire, and 


* 


— 


went to bed as the clock ſtruck one. 


0 Having PR till eight he aroſe, and 
dreſſing himſelf, appeared a genteel man 
of about fifty years of age. The firſt 
thing he did was to cut his armour in' 

bits, and burn it piece after piece, it 
being made of painted paſte- board; he 
then went to the room-door, which o- 
pened into a gallery, and rung a bell, 
| when ſoon after a ſervant entered with 
his breakfaſt, when I quitted his ſervice, 
for the man taking his ſhoes to clean, 
„a the little particles of my habitable 


1 ſubſtance were ſcraped away. 
a 5 Before 1 proceed to unfold the cir- : 
, cumſtances relating to the ghoſt's part 


din the preceding farce, 1. will diſpateh 
ſo 5 12 the 


— 
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the objeft of the deception. that we may 
not ha ve occaſion to return to bim again. 
And firſt it will be neceſſary to explain 
ſome additional tricks, executed on the 
laſt Nn of the performance. 


— 47 


The gentlemen who had uM 


the piece, (for purpoſes which will fully 
appear) being aware that he might fit 
up, had while he was taking his evening 
walk, faſtened a firing to the leg of his 
table, (which ſtood near the wall) this 


they brought along the floor up the ſide 


of the room, through a hole into that 
adjoining, with which taking advantage 


of his reading, hy a ſudden pull, they 
overturned the table ; a perſon employed 
for that purpoſe, on the leads of an ad- 


Joining tower, dropped down the chim- 


ney one of thoſe chemical preparations, 
fince known we the name of fire-balls, 
| (and 
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(and advertiſed. throughout. Europe to 


extinguiſh conflagrations) which was fol- 
lowed by a pail of water; the reſt in the 
dark was eaſily performed, the hearth. 

being let down, the ghoſt came up the 
ladder, ſeized and threw him on the bed 
and retired, where getting off his cloaths, 

he lay till the apparition came again, 


On the ghoſt's departure, he fell in- 
to a ſlumber which held him *till noon: 
The next day he again embarked in the 
ſtage for the capital, where he applied to 
the perſon mentioned by the ghoſt, who. 
(being indeed one of the confederacy) 
ſoon procured him an audience of the 
apparition's ſon, then prime miniſter, a 
poſt he enjoyed without controul ; be- 
fore him he fell upon his knees, and 
with the moſt ſacred aſſeverations of the 


fact, related the whole. The miniſter 
7 Iz ' Kkoweveh,. 


* 
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however, (though by no means addicted 
to ſuperſtition) gave no credit to his 
tale, and inſiſted on knowing who ſet 
him on: On his perſiſting, with unre- 
mitting perſeverance, in his aſſertion, 
/ he told him he muſt excuſe being put 
under a gentle reſtraint, till he would 
confeſs, and was going to give orders 
| for that purpoſe, when the other ſtopped 
him, —“ Hold Sir,” ſays. he, „There is 
ſiomething yet—the ſpirit of your father, 
my dearly. beloved friend, bid me remind 


Fou, as a prodf of my veracity, how you 


ſpent the night ſome twenty years ago, 
upon the fifth of March,” 


he ſcene was now inftantly changed ; 
ſcarce had the old man finiſhed, before 
the miniſter underwent the moſt violent 
paroxiſm of guilt : His hair was viſibly 
animated, his eyes rolled, the colour left 
Ts | his 
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his face, his teeth gnaſhed, his knees 


knocked together, a univerſal trepida- 
tion pervaded every part, and he fell 


extended on the floor; when his head 
having ſtruck upon the fender, a deep 


gaſh was made, and the blood flowed 
plentifully from the gaping wound ; ter- 
riſied at the ſight, and alarmed for his 
own ſafety, the other knew not what to 


do; however as the miniſter ſhewed no 


ſigns of life, he applied to the bell, which 
he rung with repeated violence; when a 
crowd of ſervants ruſhed in, ſome of 
whom laid their maſter on a couch, while 
others ſeized the apparent murderer of 
their lord, who fell into ſtrong convul- 
ſions and ſucceſhve fits, while the houfe 


was preſently a ſcene of univerſal confu- 


fion, perplexity and rage. 


© At Long aſſiſtance being fetched, on 
proper 
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. proper application he recovered ſo far 


as to be capable of declaring the inno- 


| cence of the old man, and aſcribing his: 
. misfortune to a fit, then telling him he 


ſhould be glad to ſee him as ſoon as he. 
was well enough to tranſact public buſi- 
neſs, and ordering him to leave his place 
of abode with a ſervant before he went. 
away, he was carried up to bed. The. 


next day the agitated old man was ſum-. 


moned to attend him, when ſeated by his 


bed fide, the miniſter deſired he would 


again give him a minute account of all 


that paſſed, during which he was viſibly 
affected in an extraordinary manner. He 


then by various queſtions, endeavoured 


to learn how far he was privy to the tranſ- 
aftions on the fifth of March, and found 


to his great ſatisfaction that he was en- 
tirely ignorant of every particular of that 


fatal night. After exacting the moſt 
f ſacred 
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ſacred aſfurance never direttly or indi- 
rectly to reveal what he had ſeen and 
heard, he diſmiſſed him to his home, with 
a a magnificent preſent to ſecure his ſecrecy 
on this r e event. , 


s I ſee your impatient curioſity to learn 
the nature of the ſecret, which however 
natural and not leſs than my own before 
I attained the knowledge of it, I cannot 

yet gratify without great impropriety, 
and occaſioning confuſion. It was a for- 
tunate circumſtance for the old gentle- 

man that he was not acquainted with it, 
for if he had he would Factions have been 
effe ctually filenced, to prevent his re- 
vealing what was only known to four 
perſons in the world, and was the future 
cauſe of ſuch unprecedented woe. But 
you will be told every thing in due 
courle, 


* = 
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courſe; as the tranſactions were imparted 
to myſelf, I will now develope this 

| myſterious * 


» # 
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Continued and explained — Argal 1 4 how, 
and for what purpoſe, his maſter was en 
ee to * 4 eee capt 2 


p Q 


"HE 18 0 ghoſt 8 
I the demon) was the ſecond ſon. 
ol a gentleman poſſeſſed of a paternal. 
eſtate of two hundred pounds per annum, 
and had been bred to the profeſſion of 
the law; but diſguſted with liſtening to 
the tedious recitals of clients, who hav- 
ing purchaſed the right of perplexing his. 
mind, harraſſing his patience, and peſter- | 
ing his peace, with their reiterated inceſ- 


ſant tales of imaginary wrongs, owing, 
often to their difregard of equity, or 
5 ignor- 
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ignorance of law; with other diſagree- 
able circumſtances inſeparably attached 
to a practice, often incompatible with the 
ſentiments of an honourable man; his 
elder brother having drank himſelf to 
death, and his father dying ſoon after, he 
ſold his chambers and books, laid a plan 
of economy, from which he never devi- 
ated, agreeable to his circumſtances, and 
at the age of thirty launched forth as an 
obſerving ſpeRator in the crowded world. 
Not but that he indulged during his' 
juvenility in the pleaſures incident to 
youth, but he wiſely conſidered that 
they were adapted to every pocket and 
capacity, and as he never was carried 
away by the deſtructive ambitious folly 
of appearing richer than he was, he 
regulated even his exceſſes by ſuch 
invariable rules, that he never was in- 
volved in thoſe difficulties created by 
) — 89 
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extravagance and pride, the bane of "oY 
| pinels and deſtruQion of our peace. 


1 If he ever found himſelf ei 
to diſcontent, on account of the narrow 
Tphere of action to which he was con- 
fined, he had an admirable way of re- 
covering himſelf at a very ſmall expence ; 
this was to reſort to an hoſpital or jail, 
on the maxim. that felicity Was compa- 
parative, whence he always departed 
with a heart overflowing with gratitude 
to his God, who had defended him from 
the miſeries he there beheld, the objects 
of which were ſure to taſte of his bounty 
when he came away ; and he lived to ſee 
many great men, who had ridiculed his 


want of ſpirit to undo himſelf, peeping 
through iron bars. As he was a punctual 
pay maſter, always neat and intrinſically 
genteel in the articles of his apparel, 
2 which 
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which though plain, were of the beſt 


materials; he was by thoſe who were not 


acquainted with his affairs, eſteemed a 
man of large property; in conſequence 


of which he was the object of certain 


female ſharks, who from the time they 
become initiated into the myſteries of 
their ſex, prowl about ſeeking whom 
they may devour, to gratify their ambi- 
tion, avarice, vanity and paſſions, in wha 
is called an honourable way. | 


But he had ſome particularity in his 
mode of thinking ; he uſed to ſay, that 
he did not chuſe to make himſelf reſpon- 
ſible for the happineſs of ſo many beings 
as might in ſuch a caſe be dependent 
upon him, and look up to him therefor ; 
at leaſt he would defer it till he found a 
couple, whom after a long acquaintance 
and a twelvemonth's reſidence with them, 
Vor. II, K he 
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he. ed for connubial peace. To thoſe 
who reproached him as leading a life of 
indolence, a uſeleſs burthen upon the 
public, he ſaid the man who ſpent, was 
of as much utility as he who earned a 
penny, and he thought it more beneficial 
to the community, to exerciſe no occupa- 
tion, than by endeavouring to obtain what 
he did not want, be an obſtacle to ſome- 
body who was not ſo well provided as 
himſelf, 


In this manner, doing what good he 
could and no harm, he enjoyed himſelf 
where he plealed, without any remark. 

able occurrence till the period we are 

\ ſpeaking of; when one day going home 
down a principal ſtreet, he met a gentle- 
man who regarded him with ſuch parti- 

cular attention, as induced hum to turn 

round and look after him, when he 


ob- 


alittle at this for the preſent, he was 
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obſerved him to go haſtily down a lane, 
which he himſelf had juſt paſt ; conti- 
nuing his walk flowly on, he again ſaw 
the gentleman, who had gone by a back 
way, ſtanding at the endof an alley, as 
if waiting for his coming, when he again 
took particular notice of him, then croſ- 
ſed the way, and kept him in his ſight 
till he reached his lodgings. Startled 


further alarmed next morning when His 
landlady acquainted him, that a maid 
at the fruit ſhop over the way had told 
her ſervant, that a perſon had at night 
made very particular inquiries after him, 
alking what coffee-houſe he uſed. Sur- 
prized at this at length his curioſity was 
rouſed, and not being timid he deter- 
mined to go there at his uſual hour: 
there ſeating himſelf near a large glaſs, 
which commanded a reflection of the 

K 2 * whole 
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whole room, he had not waited half an 


hour, before he obſerved the ſame gen- 


tleman accompanied with another, who 
had the air of a man of quality, enter the 
houſe, and ſit down in the oppoſite box. 
Pretending to be very intent upon the 
news paper, he remarked their earneſt 
converſation was interrupted, by repeat- 


ed attention to himſelf, with expreſſions 


of the higheſt ſatisfaction, they at inter- 
vals referring to a miniature picture the 
laſt mentioned gentleman had produced. 
At length having written a letter with 
great expedition, they aroſe to depart, 


when the button of his great coat catch - 


ing by a notch in the table, it flew open, 
and diſcovered the ſtar and ribband of an 


order of the firſt degree. On their de- 


parture he applied to the bar for informa- 
tion, but found they were perfect ſtrangers 


to 1 houſe, when the waiter coming in, 
ſaid 


* ” 


| 
8 
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ſaid he ſaw them get into a chariot a fer 
doors off, which was diſtinguiſhed by the 
royal arms, whence he naturally con- 
cluded the parties were engaged in the 
conduct of ſome ſtate affair, but how it 
could comprehend himſelf he was at a 


loſs to guels. 


© A week having elapſed without any 
further intimation, he began to give over 
all hopes of ſatisfying his curioſity. His 
way home from the coffee houſe lay 
through two courts, parted by a narrow 
unfrequented lane; at the end of that 
period, returning to his lodgings, he had 
got through the firſt court, when his way 
acroſs the lane was impeded by a coach 
with the door open, whereon by the light 
of a lamp he perceived a coronet, he was 
going round by the hind wheels, when he- 
was ſeized by two men, who clapping a 

| Kg hand 
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band under each ſhoulder and his hams, 
hoiſted him into the coach, a third ſhut 
the door and mounted the box, the blinds 
were drawn up and the carriage ſet off 
with great rapidity. | 


© Though he was ſomewhat diſconcert- 
ed at this abrupt ſeizure of his perſon, 


tze high rank of thoſe who executed it, 


(one of them being the gentleman who 
had firſt alarmed him in the ſtreet) baniſh- 
ed all ſuſceptability of fear, and ſeeing 
it would anſwer no purpoſe to be angry, 
he with good humour ſaid—< Gentlemen, 
if you were inclined to treat me with a 
ride in this fine coach, I had rather you 
would have choſen a more ſeaſonable- 
time, as I cannot at this hour enjoy the 
pleaſures of the jaunt, nor ſee the objects 
Which I paſs,” It gives me the higheſt 
latisfaQtion' replied one of the gentlemen, 
r . « to 


8 


— 
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« to find you do not expreſs that reſent- 
ment we might have expected, from the 
manner in which we have been under the 
neceſſity to ſecure, your perſon ; and 1 
look on it as a happy omen of your, con- 
ſent; to comply with our deſires. In the. 
mean time reſt aſſured that ſo far, from 
doing you any injury, you will be treated 
with every regard that 'may tend to ob- 
literate the preſent diſreſpect, and will 
receive an ample compenſation for what 


| you will be requeſted to perform.“ 


The coach in the mean time, having 
been driven with great ſpeed near half an 
hour out of town, ſtopped for the open- 
ing of a pair of yaſt gates, then entered 
a court yard, where they alighted at a 
very magnificent houſe, and going into 

a back room up ſtairs, they ſat down to 
a handſome ſupper, the gentleman being 
75 aſked 


af 
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aſked whether he choſe any thing parti- 
cular to eat or drink, and was otherwife 
treated, with the greateſt politeneſs and 
reſpect: On his expreſſing a concern 
that the people at his houſe would be 


uneaſy at his abſence, and ſit up for him, 


he was told, all that had been provided 


for before, one of the gentlemen having 


himſelf been to his lodgings, and told 
them he was engaged with a friend that 
was ill, and that he might poſſibly not 
return for ſeveral days: In the mean 
time any neceſſaries he wanted would be 


procured, as he ſhould direct: On his 


expreſſing a deſire to go to reſt, he was 
ſhewn into a handſome inner bed cham- 
ber, and the attendant 'wifhing him a 
good night, when he was in bed his 
candle was taken away, and he was left 
to indulge his meditations-by himſelf: It 
was in vain he endeavoured to account 
7 Rs F for 
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for theſe proceedings, but as the manner 
of his treatment, and the recollection of 


all the paſt tranſactions of his inoffenſive 
life, precluded the idea of danger; after 
perplexing himſelf with unſatisfactory 
conjectures, he fell faſt aſleep, and never 


waked till he was called to breakfaſt at . 
the hour of nine. 


After that was over he was told, that 
the abſence of a particular perſon obliged 
them to prolong his ſuſpence a few hours, 
in the mean time he might divert him- 
ſelf either in the garden or the library: 
At noon a carriage atrived, from which 
alighted the knight of the noble order I 
mentioned before to have appeared at the 
coffee-houſe, and they directly then 
entered into council: © Sir,” began the 
knight, I am under the greateſt con- 
cern, at the violence which the circum- 

. ances 
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ſtances of our ſcheme have conſtrained 


ust to offer you, and that my indiſpenſi- 
ble avocations have left you under doubts, 
which muſt be attended with perplexity 


and alarm, but every compenſation will 


be made you in the power of wealth 
and friendſhip to confer.” — To which 
the other replied, —* If I was a little 
diſcompoſed at firſt, the politeneſs of your 
friends ſoon reſtored me to my uſual 
ſerenity ; as long. as | your views are 
conſonant to that honour I never yet 


infringed, be it as you pleaſe.” — “ Far 


be it from me,” replied the knight, to 
engage in any thing, which, would occa- 
fion your refuſal upon that account; ſo 
far from it, we are endeavouring to pro- 
mote the happineſs of individuals, and 
the welfare of the ſtate, favour me with 


"i your attention without interruption to 


— 


what I ſhall relate.” 


. © The 


. eee. 
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« The oſtenſible governor and firſt 
| magiſtrate to whom the ſovereignty of this 
little free ſtate is delegated, (a near re- 
lation to myſelf ) is, as you muſt know, 
and all impartial perſons muſt allow, a 
man of the ſtricteſt honour, integrity 
| and truth ; temperate, humane, and juſt; 
| but he is unhappily directed by-a mini- 
5 ſter, whoſe advice he follows with a blind 
r partiality, that converts all the expeQed 
1 WW bleſſings, ariſing from the good effects of 
e theſe excellent qualities, into diſappoint- 
t ment to the ſtate, and reflecting diſgrace 
r 
0 


upon himſelf: Of little experience of his 
own, and too vain to alk advice of thoſe 
able to direct him, the actual ruler is 


o continually engaging his maſter in de- 
. ſtructive meaſures: vain, arrogant, and 
d greedy, he treats the repining nobles with 
h contempt, who but ill endure to ſee an 


avaricious upſtart ſell the poſts of honour, 
dignity 
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dignity and wealth, to which they have 
a claim by ſervices and birth: I fear, much 
do I fear, (continued the knight with a 
ſigh prophetic of their future wretched 
fate) that as both are rendered unhappy 
by the weakneſs of the one, and the wick- 
edneſs of the other in their lives, they 
will quickly come to a miſerable death, 
The citizens already murmur to ſee their 
ſometimes hard earned ſubſiſtence wrung 
from them, to bribe the aſſembly of the 
ſtates, for their concurrence to heap in- 
creaſing impoſitions on their devoted 
heads: ſooner or later (the more fierce 
the longer it is reſtrained) rebellion will 
burſt forth, and inflamed by the ill con- 
certed projects of a conſort, inimical to 
this conſtitution, ſcatter deſolation thro' 


the . 8 


2 As every effort has in vain been 
uſed, to divert the miniſter from his per- 
| nicious 
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cious courſe by public oppoſition, and 


private good advice, we have laid a 


plan to terrify him into reformation, 
by a ſupernatural appearance of his fa- 
ther, the only ſide on which he-ſeems 
acceſſible, for whoſe memory he, in the 
midſt of his excceſles, entertains the high. 
eſt veneration : It is in the execution of 
this ſalutary plot we wiſh for your aſſiſt- 

ance : Every thing has been prepared, | 
our operations muſt be at ſecond hand, 
for the miniſter is ſo circumſtanced we 


cannot work immediately upon him, 


J without entruſting the important ſecret 


to ſo many, that it would in all proba- 


| bility tranſpire, when we ſhould be ſub- 


ject to his vindictive rage.“ 


There is an elderly gentleman, the 
moſt intimate companion of his father's 


youthful days; the ſame ſimplicity which 


Vox. II, L makes 
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makes him a proper object for our de- 
Ggn, forbids our truſting him: We ſhall 
therefore act on his timidity, to accom- 
Pliſh our ends; he lives in a caſtle of 
which I am governor, his rooms have 
been properly prepared for the occaſion 
in his abſence, which we contrived to 
effect: It was intended the apparition 
ſhould appear in armour, that (the beaver 
being down) his face might be concealed 
from detection, and he was to tell his 
name: But laſt week, the ſecretary of 
ſtate came to me, and acquainted me 
that he had found a gentleman in the 
ſtreet, and followed him home, who. 
bore ſo ſtrong a reſemblance to the de- 
ceaſed, that it ſtruck him with aſtoniſh- 
ment, and affected him with a reverential 
horror: 1 need not ſay, fir, it is yourſelf. 

Having myſelf viewed you at the coffee- 
| * houſe, and ee you with a picture 
| Job- 


- 
4 
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excuſe, and if you will undertake the 


} 
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I obtained, we intended to have viſited or 
ſent to you by the ſecretary; but he heard 
in the courſe of his enquiries, that you 
was ſo much upon the reſerve, (particu- 
larly with perſons in a ſuperior ſtation - 
of life) that it would occation great delay, 
and we have not a moment to loſe; 
for the court is in a few days to remove 
to the caſtle, and we ſhall but have 
barely time to reſtore things to their 
former ſituation : I wiſhed to diſcourſe 
with you before we entered upon the 
plot ; we therefore have choſen this me- 
thod, for which I once more beg your 


part of the ghoſt, you will add an addi- 
tional obligation if you will not leave 
us till it is performed, and make your 
firſt viſit in your ſupernatural capacity, 


this very evening at twelve o'clock at 


night: I am happy to have met wir a 
L2 perſon 2 
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| perſon, whom I can defire to uſe his own 


direction in the conduct of the ſcene : 


The armour is there if you think pro- 


per to uſe it ; and ſhould you think it 


- neceſſary to appear by day, there is an 
old fally port by which you may iſſue 
f 40 retreat. 5 


; © The gentleman having accepted the 


ceiving further inſtructions reſpecting 


- the token of credibility, was pre- 


ſented with an ample compenſation, of 
which they inſiſted his acceptance: In 
the evening they were conveyed to the 
caſtle, where being ſhewn the neceſſary | 
preparations, he entered on the ſervice 
at night, the event of which has been 


particularly explained before. 


of . - CHAP. 
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CHAP.. VII. 
He relieves the curioſity of his auditors. —The 
relation of an adventure, which is finally 
attended with a tragical event. An amour 
began with the ufual circumſtances of pro= 
miſed joy, concluding with univerſal di ife | 
appointment, horror and remorſe. 


TT is now (continued the demon) that 
I ſhall ſatisfy the curioſity painted in 
your face, to know the nature of the 
tranſaction which gave credit to the ſtory 
of the pretended ghoſt. I had ſome time 
deſpaired of learning it myſelf : The 
knight, had never mentioned it to the 
performer (who was quite ignorant of it) 
though I afterwards found that he knew 
it, (nor was it known to the old 


Entle- | 
man) and the only perſon I cute. 
ceive information from was the miniſter, | 


L3, & | 
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on whom the bare hint of it produced 
ſuch violent emotions: A moſt dreadful 
accident put me in a ſituation for a mo- 
ment, to participate it, and here you will 
- obſerve the rapidity of my conception, 
in the comprehenſion of my poſſeſſors 
thoughts and dee ds. | 


Ina ſhort time after this ineffectual 
attempt, (as it proved) for the benefit of 
prince, miniſter and ſtate, a man in re- 
zzimentals came into the ſhop, where my 
abodes had been ſo multiplied ; the wild · 
neſs of whoſe eyes, and cantortion of fea- 

/; ann, plainly evinced the diſturbance of 

© bis mind: He deſired to. look at ſome 
e a box full being ſhewn him, he 

- took up ſeveral, and graſping them one 

„ . after another, as he extended his arm, he 
HE looked up to the ſky, frowning and gnaſh- 
" ug his teeth with the moſt menacing 


grimaces, 
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grimaces, muttering Collatinus, Virgi- 
nius, Brutus, Caſſius, Ravailic, Tarquin, 


Appius, Cæſar, Henry, — ſtarting and 


brandiſhing his weapon with the moſt 
frantic geſticulations, between his excla- 
matory effuſions, inſomuch that the boy 
who ſerved him ran away to his maſter, 
(who was at dinner) in the utmoſt terror 
and apprehenſions for his life. 3 


The maſter alarmed for the ſafety of 
his goods (againſt which he apprehended 
there was ſome deſign) came running in- 
to the ſhop, where ſome what alarmed, 
he found the cuſtomer walking backwards 


and forwards with great velocity, with a 


long knife in his hand, ſtopping at inter- 
vals, and ſeeming loſt in thought; at laſt 


turning ſhort to the maſter he ſaid, 


« Art thou the owner of this glorious * 
weapon, doomed to be immortalized in 


future 3 
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fature times, white ages yet unborn ſhall 
celebrate the patriot's fame, and bleſs the 
deed till time ſhall be no more.” The 

' ſhopkeeper, to whom this was all Hebrew, 
anſwered him that it was an excellent 

bit of ſtuff, and as well worth the price, 
which he mentioned, as any in the town. 
The officer throwing down a piece of 
gold, and totally forgetting his change, 
with the utmoſt precipitation thruſting it 

into its ſheath, made off to the great 
fatisfaction of the ſeller, who was ſo 
glad to get rid of him leaſt he ſhould 
cut his throat or his own, that he never 
called him back: On the handle of the 

purchaſe was a ſmall ſilver plate for a 

eypher, to which I had acceſs, and. ac- 

- companied him An his ae near the 


? TO court - : 
4 * REO? nne 3043 | 
The officer. was a . of liberat 


| - (education and of a ſtudious turn; he | 
* was 


2 * 
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was particularly fond of hiſtory, and 


chiefly engroſſed in the admiration of the 
heroic actions of the moſt eminent war- 
riors; but more peculiarly admired the 
compendious atts of thoſe who by ſome 
ſingular, deſperate and fatal ſtroke, had 
delivered their country from the oppreſ- 
ſion of tyranny, injuſtice and diſtreſs; ſuch / 
as. the extirpation of Tarquin, Appius, 
Cæſar, &c. by the patriotic hands which 
ſhed their blood. But of all theſe kind 


ol ſtories he was moſt ſtruck with that of 


Cato, who when a boy, being taken by 
his tutor to the houſe of Sylla, the dic- 
tator, on ſeeing the heads of perſons 
proſcribed by that cruel tyrant brought 
in, expreſſed his ſurprize that no one 
killed him; to which his tutor replying— 
„Who would undertake ſo daring an 
exploit?“ the boy, to his utter aſtoniſn- 
ment and terror rejoined © Give me a 

| knife 
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knife and I will kill him.” Having heat- 
ee his imagination with the conſtant peru- 
fal of, and meditation on theſe deeds, 

he became a perfeRt Quixote in patriotiſm, 
and at length reſolved to ſeize the firſt 
; _—_— to imitate their acts. Nor did 
he wait long, the times being favourable 
-to his wiſh, and afforded him a ſtriking 
a8 L e whereon to emulate their fame, 
and ſhed obnoxious blood.” 


+; 
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© The atrocious proceedings of the 
. had irritated all ranks and de- 
rees of people, who groaned under his 
oppreſſive and illegal exactions and 
political miſtakes; the odium of which 
devolved upon the prince, who blindly 
followed his advice, and ſtepped between 
baum and the offended laws, rejecting the 


255 


| . . aids which were offered him, according 
_— to the ad ſtatutes, by the aſſembly 
1 | 5 | Wo 
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of the ſtates, he endeavoured” to obtain 


ſupplies by ways as injurious to the ſub- 


jet, as indirect and prejudical to the. —_— | 


* 


realm. Perſons were ſorbid to ſolicit OE 
their right, provided their demands bon 
ever juſt, tended to a diminution of the 
revenue. Strange compolitions for for- 
feitures with dilaffected perſons were ſet 
, 17 
on foot. Loans and other aids were ex- 


torted, &c. &c, perſons and property 


were ſeized for non compliance therewith. 


The marine was impaired, trade decayed, 


the armies were diſcomfited, the monies” 


miſapplied, the ſtate ſinking apace into 
the 
prince reproached, and the miniſter ab- 


poverty, weakneſs and contempt, 


horred. At length the general aſſembly 
exhibited a virulent and bitter expoſtula- 


tion on their wrongs, and every thing 
ſeemed to threaten internal ee 


miſery, and war.“ 
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© It was at this period, my maſter's 
frenzy flamed forth with enthuſiaſtic zeal, 
The morning after I came into his poſ- 
ſeſſion, he packed up a trunk and em- 
barking in a ſtage, was conveyed to a 
ſeaport where the miniſter was; there 
| getting cloſe to him, while he was ſpeak- 
ing to a perſon of very low ſtature, h 
reached over his ſhoulder, ſtabbed him in 
the fide, and left the weapon licking in 
his heart. Though the miniſter fell dead 
upon the ſpot without a word, and my 
vital abode was momentary, it was ſuf- 
' ficient, and I inſtantaneouſly received the 
knowledge which I wiſhed, and will now 


% 


| impart to you. 


** « of he charaQter of the deceaſed there 
is no occaſion to ſpeak, after what has 
been related. In the early part of his 
lie, when there was no proſpect of his 


5 frliſing 


1 @Q 7 


competition with the gratification of the 
heart's deſire. Imagining that he far "if 1 
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riſing to ſuch a height of power, he was 
as moſt other young men are, volatile and 
gay, and what 1s generally called a pro- 


miſting young man. His mother having 
taken under her protection a young lady . 
of an honourable but decayed family, 


who ſhe really loved, and treated with the 


greateſt tenderneſs, and not (as the cuſs 
tom too frequently is) to tyranniſe over, 
and inſult ; he preſently marked her as. 


the object of his particular attention, 


which was no ſooner obſerved by her 


pat roneſs, but ſhe took him to talk, and 


exacted a promiſe from him, that he _—_ 


would neither directly or indirectiy en- 


deavour to ſeduce her, making him bind 
it with the moſt ſolemn aſſurances; we”; W 


what are ſuch feeble bonds, when put in 


partiality in his favour (in which he 
Vol. II, M r 


| 


: 
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. 3 was not miſtaken, being univer- 
ſally admired as the handſomeſt man of 
5 3 bis time) he continued to addreſs her on 
„ eyery private occaſion he could find, and 
en perſecuted her with ſuch inceſ- 
ſeont adoration, that ſhe thought it neceſ- 
E @y to come to an immediate explana- 
= tion: r Fes . 1 


- 1 
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28 « Accordingly « on \ his taking ſome un- 
eka liberties with her, ſhe was 
determined to throw aſide that ridiculous 


7 modeſty (as it is called) which often 
deters a weak woman from aſſerting ber- 
Kl till her affeQions are engagedyand 
thei is overwhelmed in miſery, rain, and 
diſgrace, by the. artful encroachments 
of a ſcoundrel z 1 15 on which he had 


lied ſo far a3 86 Epnecive hopes, of lud- 


118 


oftl.ofe belles, ee to deſtroy 
ä 175.4 Ml 
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all hopes of what never exiſted but 1 
their own imaginations, procraſtinate 24 8 
laudable expoſtulation on the intentions 1 FP 
of a ſuitor ; till in ſome unguarded hour, T F : 
they are fatally convinced he is a knave, 5 om | 
waiting for a favourable opportunity o | 2 : 
complete the deſtruQion of a fol: Bat 105 Hg 
he found himſelf much miſtaken in bs 
woman, as ſhe inherited by nature an 


excellent underſtanding, ee 
by that education ſhe had ee "46" 


2 7 [ be 15 
. 


27h 


© In one of thoſe tte » iderin which hs 5 5 

had exerted every perſuaſive power of #0 1 

ſeduction in the book of love, juſt When 
he thought he was on the point of ſucceſ: 


aſſuming a look of dignified offended: Vic. 10 | iy 


- 
- 944% 4 


tue, ſhe turned ſhort upon him, W 
* riſing with an air of conſcious bohour-in 
her mein,. Tell me, fir,” ſays "the, 
ec to what all this tends ? you repeatedly 
7 . My | _ 
8 | 


Hs 
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aſſure me you love me, and that I am an 
object fit to be beloved. The firſt is a 
5 ſecret known only to yourſelf; if the 
ſecond is true (and many ſay as much) I 
fear you ſoon would rob me of my bright- 

- eſt charm ; once more I conjure you tell 
me in what that happineſs conſiſts, which 


*.. 0 IS, 
= you ſwear is only in my power to confer ? 


= Thereis one I do not bluſh to own, and 
only one in your's to beſtow, compatible 


4 
N. 
3, 


—Zwith mine,” So home and unexpected 
"A queſtion threw the lover into the utmoſt 
| confuſion, be ſtammered out a few un- 
. meaning common place excuſes for not 
$ directly making her his wife, uſually 
played off as ſucceſsful artillery, againſt 
a fortreſs undermined by. paſſion, and 
aſſaulted by a vanity, which is deluded 
into a belief, that they ſhall encreaſe a 
lover's regard, by the only means which 
annihilates its exiſtence, and ſo far from 
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inſpiring gratitude, is generally produc- 
tive of contempt. Having heard him to 
an end, regarding him with a Tarcaſtic 
ſneer, ſhe gravely returned him thanks 
for the experience he had afforded her 
at ſo little coſt, and deſired him for his 
own ſake to conceal what had paſſed, 
hoping it was his firſt eſſay, then adviſing 
him not to venture on another till he was 
capable of making a better figure, and 
laughing heartily at the miſerable light in” 
which he now appeared, vith a low 
canting departed,” | | 


© Encouraged by her 1 which 
left open a door for reconciliation, he 
ſtill took every opportunity of being in 
her company, calling himſelf her ſcholar, 
and then went on half ſerious and half in 
jeſt, till preſuming on her ſecreſy, ne 


determined to make an attempt upon her 
| FR honour, , 


"OY 
bh 
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Honour, truſting to that love, he knew by 
means of his ſiſter, ſhe entertained for 
bim, for pardoning what could not be 
& 1 xecalled. For this purpoſe, he took the 
advantage of his mother and miſtreſs's 
Y abſence at dinner, while the fervants were 

at their's below, to move back the box- 

| Naple of the door where the latter ſlept, 

fo that the bolt of the lock would not 
prevent its opening from without, though 
the key was turned within. After this, 
ke went to ſpend the evening at a tavern, 
where be imbibed a ſufficient quantity 
of artificiat courage, to enable him to 

carry his ſchemes into execution, and 


ſtifle every ſentiment of honour and re- 
morſe : At a late hour he returned tho- 
© roughly pot-valiant, and went to bed, 
| where he overſlept himſelf till almoſt 
. day | break; then, all the houſe being bu- 
tied i in a a profound Wence, he repaired to 

F the 
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the ſcene of action, and having reaſon to 
think his miſtreſs was aſleep, took ad- 
vantage thereof, to gain poſſeſſion of eve- 
ry bliſs he wiſhed in her power to be- 
ſtow; when alarmed by & noiſe overhead, 
he immediately ſprung from the bed, and 


retreated to his own chamber, where he 


heard the maid ſervant go ſoftly down, 
and return with ſome company ſhe let 
in, and was conducting upſtairs in a ſe- 
cret manner without their ſhoes. 


© As he conjectured ſhe had entered 
into a confederacy to rob the houſe, he 
{natched up his piſtols, and iſſuing forth, 
beheld the ſuppoſed thieves were only a 
couple of chimney ſweepers, who, that 
they might not diſturb the family þy. a 
knocking at the door, had according to 
previous agreement, notified their arriyal 
by a handful of ſmall pebbles, thrown up 


$f 


9 * 
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at the garret window, where ſhe ſlept : 

He then (curling them for their unſea- 
fonable interruption) reſumed his bed, 
when the intruders having ſoon diſpatched 
their buſineſs, alÞbecing filent, and it fill 
: wanting three hours of the uſual time 
for-the ſervants riſing, he returned to the 
charge ; there inſtead of being admitted 
to his miſtreſs's arms as he expected, he 
was peremptorily ordered to be gone in 
a whiſper through the with-held curtain: 
On a promiſe to be indulged at ſome fu. 
ture more convenient time, and a threat 
if he perſevered to alarm the houſe, he 
acquieſeed, but as a token of forgiveneſs. | 
for what he had done, inſiſted on a Je- 
conciliatory parting kiſs ; for which pur-. 


M the poſez ſuddenly throwing aſide the curtain, 
the light which ſhone through the round 


holes in the window ſhutters, diſcovered 


to > "His diſtracted bght, his weeping 
mo- 
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mother's face, when trans fi xed with hor- 
ror, he fell acroſs the bed.“ | 


© As ſoon as he was ſufficiently reco- 
vered, to attend to her expoſtulation, — 
« It is to no purpoſe,” ſays ſhe, to riſque 
a diſcovery by uſeleſs lamentations, for 
a misfortune which neither of us could 


foreſee, of which we are intentionally 
innocent, and which cannot be recalled : 


Behold the conſequences of your breach 
of promiſe to me, your intended violation 
of a helpleſs orphan, and the indulgence 
of paſſions, which I have often foretold 
you would one day plunge you ina ſcene 
of guilty woe, though I little thought to 
have ſuffered by your vice, and be in- 
volved in it myſelf,” ; 


© Here ſhe was obliged to pauſe, the 
violence of grief impeding her ſpeech, and 
On both 
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ſhe might not be diſturbed by chem in 


122 ARG AL., on Tus 
both were abſorbed. in filent grief, reſu- 


ming. —< I hope moſt fervently,” do 1 
hope, that you my ſon will take warning 
from this night, and let your future con- 


duct be reformed by what is paſt, reflec - 


ing that when once the courſe of fins is 
begun, it is not in mortal preſcience to 


pronounce the end.“ She then explained 
to him the accident, by which they had 
been betrayed into this unpremeditated 
crime : It ſeems the young lady had ſtaid 
where ſhe dined, to be preſent at a dance, 
which was to be performed at night, and 
as it was ſome diſtance from home, was 


_ invitedto ſleep at the houſe, and her pa- 
- troueſs returned without her, not chuſing 


to accept the invitation of her friend: In 


the evening, a vaſt quantity of ſoot having 


fallen down her chimney, the ſweeps were 


ordered to come early next day, and that 


the 


\ 
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the morning, ſhe took the opportunity of 
her protege's abſence, to fleep in her 
room; of all this her ſon was ignorant 
as he did not come home till after the 
family. was retired to reſt, who on ſuch 
occaſions let himſelf in with his own key, 
a lamp being left in his chamber to light 
him to his bed. The mother and ſon now 
parted, after the latter had pomiſed to be 
more circumſpett in his conduct, and they 
had agreed to keep ſecret the unhappy 
events of the night, which they imagined 
could never be known to any perſon elſe, | 
but herein they deceived themſelves.” 


While they were a breakfaſt the 


young lady unexpectedly returned, and 
went directly to her room, to make an 
; alteration in her dreſs, when to her great 
ſurprize ſhe found her bed had been oc- 
cupied, and turning down the cloaths to 
{moth them, that ſhe might lay the 

n 


134 AR GAL, or Tus 


things which ſhe was going to pull off, 
more commodiouſly, ſhe found a little 
black filk thumb ſtall, which ſhe herſelf 


the day before had ſewn upon her lover's 


thumb, to keep it from the air, as it was 


cut, and immediately knew her own work ; 
ſhe was going down with it in her hand, 
to know how he came to invade her bed, 
and laugh at the indulgence of his lover. 
like whim, a joke which muſt have co. 
vered the parties concerted, with confu- 


- fion and diſmay, when luckily ſhe met 


the chamber-maid, who anſwered her 
queſtion concerning her bed being oc- 
cupied, that her miſtreſs had flept in it, 
on account of her own chimney having 

been ſwept: She was now ſtrangely 
confuſed, ſhe was poſitive as to the iden- 
tity of the thumb ſtall, and the ſituation 
in which ſhe found it gave riſe to ſtrange 


ideas; in | riminating on which ſhe 
+  enter- 


1 If ſhe now began to have an im 
fe& idea of the fact, ſhe was confirmed i in 


N | . 
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entered the parlour where they were, and 


obſerved ſhe was glad ſhe happened to 


ſleep out, as it gave her friend an oppor- 
tunity to have the ſweeps, without being 


diſturbed, who ſaying it was very well 


timed, turned the diſcourſe by aſking her 
concerning the dance. Though the young 
lady had no ſuſpicion of the truth, ſhe 
inſtinctively turned her eyes towards her 


lover's face, whoſe countenance in' ſpite 


of all his caution, was ſuffuſed with 


bluſhes of the deepeſt die, while he be- 


trayed evident ſigns of confuſion, horror 


and remorſe.” 
" * 


her ſuſpicions of the truth, when on lock. 
ing her door at night, and trying if it 
was faſtened, (according to her uſual 
cuſtom) ſhe found it was not ſafe; 
Vor. II, 
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upon which ſhe ent up three chairs 
one-on another againſt the door, the fall 


of which might awaken her, ſhould it be 
opened in the night, and keeping in her 
light, the went to bed, where ſhe ſlept 


unmoleſted, the young gentleman being 
too much affected with the tranſactions of 


the preceding night, to moleſt her with 
any further attempt.” | | 


U In the morning ſhe was in a great 
3 her door could not be faſtened, 
and ſhould he come home in liquor ſhe 


trembled for the conſequence : Aon aroma 


not make any mention of her lock, with- 
ont bringing on an explanation ſhe wiſhed 
10Koid, as ſhe determined never to give 
the leaſt hint of her knowledge of this 
terrible affair ; but on examination find- 
ing how it had been managed ſhe reſtored 


the ſtaple to its former lituation : s N othing 
remains 


* a 
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remains but to inform you, that ſhe ſoon 
afterwards married the knight, who has 
been mentioned as the principal conductor 
in the adventure of the ghoſt, to whom 
alone, on his difficulty in obtaining a 
token of credibility for his agent, ſhe im- 
parted the event.“ | 


This is the true detail of a ſtory, of 
which (though the ſubje& of various con- 
jectures) the particulars have never yet 
tranſpired : But you muſt not imagine, 
that the evil ſtopt here ; heaven to give 
a ſtriking example of the extenfive, and 
protractive operations of fin, ordained it 
ſhould be productive of further ls, 
which ſhall be related in | their piper 


place.“ 


CHAP. 


N 2 


— 


ener in 
| | Heisrefidentin a habitation of extraordinary 
© faſhion, —Pride meets with a dangerous 
Fall. By a very fingular adventure, he be. 
© comes Wtached to the perſon of a quadruped, 
© by whoſe af: Hance, he. takes a flight through 
4 Ge arr, without the aſſiſtance of a balloon. 


OME time previous to the late recit- 
ed cataſtrophe of the miniſter, by 

"the hand of the enthuſiaſt, a little, lively, 

chattering, cunning looking man, equip- 
ped en cavalier, coming to the refi ners, 
dieſired to ſpeak with him alone; on their 

retiring into a back parlour, he pulled 
out of his pocket the model of a horſe- 
i ſhoe in wax, and deſired to know if he 
could be furniſhed in four days, with ſive 


. or fix ſcore made of filyer, exactly of that 
pattern and fize.—<t Horſeſhoes of filver,” 
. 
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ſaid my maſter, Somewhat extraordi- 
nary indeed, what will the extravagance 
of this age come to? why now — “ Sir, 
ſays the cuſtomer, I have no time to 
moraliſe, if you will execute the order, 


vou will be paid when they are taken 


away, or if you will give me a receipt 
here are ten pieces on account, I ſhould 


alſo wiſh you to be ſilent on the ſubject. 
Why,“ replied the other, © I ſee you 


underſtand buſineſs ; but hold, in four 
days, to-morrow you know is Sunday, it. 
is impoſſible.” —I am ſorry for it, re. 
plied the little man, ſeeming to depart, 
« T ſhould not ſo much mind it myſelf, 


ſaid the other, * but you muſt know I 
am a preacher at the tabernacle, and if 


the brethren —” 


ee Damn the tabernacle and the bre- 
thren too,” exclaimed a voice on the: 
N 3 ſtair» 
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| Aaircaſe, while the miſtreſs of the houfe, 
4 fine luſty red faced dame, bounced 
into the oom. 1 am aſtoniſhed Mr 
Spooner, how you can put theſe varment 
in compoſition with your family, God 
forgive me, I have no patience, excuſe 
me, ſir, pray be ſeated; mind your family, 
that' s the firſt duty, is not it, ſir? Did 
not you loſe a fine job becauſe you would 
1 finiſh work for one of the brethren as you 
4 5 Is call em? Did not I catch him in bed 
> with the maid ? They're no better than 
other people, are they ſir? What good 
7 do they do you? When we had no 
1 " buſineſs i it was well enough, but now you 
5 8 : are the greateſt man in the trade, to run 
After ſuch rubbiſn; and there, ſir, he goes 
and gets up into the pulpit to give his 
pious profuſions, divine breathings, and 
5 out pourings of the ſpirit, and hackles 
5 ad Rammers, and lnuffles, I'm ſure I'd 
[ | Jpare 
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ſpare my breath to cool my porridge. 
As I hope to be ſaved, fir, we have two 
hundred and ſeventy-three pounds, nine 
ſhillings and three-pence on our books, 


at | 

d of which I dont ſuppoſe we ſhall ever 

fo get a farthing, all due from theſe curſed 

y, people: Mind your family that's the _ 

id firſt duty isn't it Sir,“ « To be ſure ma- 

td dam,” replied the gentleman, taking out 

u of a well filled purſe ten pieces, „It is 8 
d an indiſputable one, well fir, I hope you _ 
m will comply, eſpecially as lis good © 50 

Ne | ſeems willing.” N 

5 The earneſt being accepted and the 

2 receipt given, the cuſtomer departed ;— 


e There, reſumed ſhe, 41 is not this bet- 
ter than making filver trowels that will 
d never be paid for, for a raſcal that goes 
about canting in the evening, after having 
0 der his nm in catching his 
re "Yer dinner 
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dinner of fiſh, out of other people's pro- 
perty ? Ten pieces in Kand, filver horſe 
ſhoes, why he muſt be wonderful rich, 
who can it be? Such a cuſtomer would 
- be worth an *. if he ſhoes his horſes 
with _— 


On the day appointed the gentleman 
returned, and depoſiting his purchaſe in 

a green velvet bag, was driven in a hack- 
ney coach to an elegant houſe, in one of 
the handſomeſt ſquares in the town, 
where he ſeemed to belong to the family; 
- when being told. my lord was not come 
forth yet, he ſat down in an anti-cham- 
ber, where we attended to the following 
"foliloquy :—* Embaſſies, ay, an embaſ- 
* | fador, the uſeleſs unwelcome lumber of 
a a foreign court - uſeleſs while there, and 


forgotten when they are gone: Poſſibly 


"wn it may he mentioned, fuch an 


embaſſy 


Pg 
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embaſſy was ſent, but the name of the 
ambaſſador ſoon buried in oblivion, if 
ever known at all: No,—I would have 
ſomething ſo remarkable, ſo unprece- 
dented, as to engage the attention of the 
preſent age, and the admiration of that 
which is to come ; and there that fool, 


chat Dolt Holſter promiſed to be here at 

< eleven, (and it is now a quarter paſt) 

: with a plan for the proceſſion, 'in which 
he would introduce AN to anſwer 

the NH." "BEER Ie ITY 

; Here his lordſhip rung his bell When 

7 Mr. Holſter (who J found was a ſort of 

; equerry and humble companion) went in, 


e Well fir” ſaid my lord, „What have 
; thy cogitations produced from thy thick 
| {cull ? haſt thou thought of any thing to 
; add to the proceſſion ; what the devil haſt 
4 thou got there ?- Something,” replied 
x | | my 


* 


? 
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Holſter, which 1 hope will ſignalize your 
lordſhip's proceſſion, above all proceſſions 
+ | which ever yet appeared. There my lord 
'  (untying the bag, and pouring the ſhoes 
upon the carpet, with a ſelf applauding 
grin of expected approbation) there, fo 
ſiogular a device, as cannot fail to tranſmit 
your lordſhip's name fo poſterity, in the 
annals of hiſtoric fame, till time ſhall be 
no more.” ---* My dear friend,“ replied 
bis lordſhip. 1 am — obliged to 


you, but — 


E Pleaſe your lordſhip,“ cried the other 

n When you make your publick entry, 
theſe ſhoes ſhall be tacked ſlightly on; 
when' you come oppoſite to any of the 
balconies, where the nobility and beau- 
ties are ſeated, you will make your horſe 
| prance; he will then caſt the ſhoes, and 
the mob will ſcramble for them ; your 
r SP 8 groom 
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groom following, will then tack on four 
new. ones; depend upon it, the name of 
a perſon who exhibits fo ſingular an act 


ol munificence will be recorded, as long 
as the nation he repreſents, ſhall live in 


the memory of man.” — * Admirable, 
charming, replied the patron,.— Now 
my lord,” reſumed he, © As your lord- 


ſhip intends to take over Bajazet, and 


my nephew Joe, I humbly adviſe, they 
ſhould be exerciſed a little in this ma- 
nœuvre, and in the mean time that the 
ſecret ſhould be confined to your lord- 


ſhip, Joe and myſelf ; as to the expence 


though- old Spanacre (as your lordſhip 
calls him) may grumble.” — | 


% Damn the expence,” cries my lord, 
don t the nation pay for the honour of 
the prince's repreſentation ? but Holſter 


you are wrong, there an old friend of 
| mine 


? 
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mine beſides you and Joe, to whom I 
have been under obligations for ſome 
5 years, who may be let into the ſecret, 

can't avoid it, but he won't tell tales, 

never blabs,” Who is that?” demanded 


Holſter, at the ſame time looking a little 


blank, « I think it had better be con- 
cealed, the ſurprize will be ſo captiva- 


ting,” %, What you can't conceive, hay 
what a Goth, why you hottentot, don't 
you think Bajazet muſt be truſted ?“ 
« Hah! hah ! hah ! Oh! my lord,” ſaid 
Holſter, & You are ſo droll, who could 
have thought of him ? Yes, yes, we muſt 
certainly truſt Mr. Bajazet ; don't your 
lordſhip think it will be a moſt ſtriking 


piece of magnificence ? „ To be ſure,” 


ſaid his lordſhip, « eſpecially if theſe 
meſſengers from Bajazet ſhould encoun- 
tert the pates of the ſurrounding ſpectators 
of. « our * * Loh! my lord, 

| ſpare 
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* 


ſpare me, ſpare me, have mercy on me, 
cried Holſter, * there's no ſtanding this, 
hah! hah! hah! oh ! dear, oh! dear, 
conſider my weak frame; flaſh upon 
flaſh, to convulſe me every moment; 
indeed the brilliancy of your lordſhip's 
wit is too reſplendent for the ſuſceptibi- 
lity of your humble ſervant, hah ! hah f 
hah | and if a ſkull was to be fractured, 
ſome fat bourgeois of city conſequence, 
and he was to expire from the blow, tho 
it would be a pity “ Not at all,” inter- 
rupted my lord, © if the city was burnt 
to aſhes by the illuminations, ſo that my 
arrival was commemorated by the con- 
flagration, what a glorious circumſtance 


it would be. But here, take theſe few | | 


pieces for your invention, I dare fay it 
is more than ever your whole family 
got by their brains before, and go prepare 
the horſe, we'll take a leſſon directly, 
Von HI. O III 


1 
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I'll be with you preſently.” „ moſt 
| humbly thank your lordſhip,” . replied 
Holſter, with a profound bow; and taking 
up his bag, immediately went down to the 
ſtable to his nephew, with whom the 
*  equerry appeared in puris naturalibus, 


— 


Here a very different dialogue paſſed 
from what I related before, —** Joe,” 
ſays he, 1 think ever ſince I introduced 
you to the ſtables of this vain right ho- 
nourable fool, I have, while I made up 
my own faggot, not negleQed yours in- 
deed I am fo ſick of him, that if it had 
not been on your account, I ſhould have 
| been olf laſt year, as I have done all my 
buſineſs.and wiſh to retire on my gains. 
It i is lucky for you I ſaid till now, as here 
is an opportunity to put two hundred 
pounds or more into your pocket, part 
of the value of theſe new thick ſilver 
horſe- 
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horſeſhioes, they are intended to be caſt 
among the mob, at the public entry ; 
but if you obſerve my inſtructions, three- 
fourths of them will be caſt into your own 
trunk, whence they may be transfered to 
the filver-ſmiths, and exchanged for caſh. _ 
When you prepare Bajazet, faſten the 

fore ſhoe tight, ſo that they will laſt the 
whole proceſſion, by which means all 
thoſe ſuppoſed tobe caſt thence will be 
your own, which will be one half; as to 
the reſt, I think a dozen pair will be 
enough for the populace, and make as 
much talk as a hundred. But here he 
comes, whip off his ſhoes, and bring out 
the horſe.” | ks 


His lordſhip now made his appear 
ance, and Bajazet being properly ſhod, he 
mounted in a piece of ground behind the 
houſe, at the end of which was the back 
A front 


be. 
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front of a row of houſes, parted only by 
; a narrow road. The ſhoes being caſt 


and replaced ſeveral times to his great 
ſatisfaction, and undoubted aſſurance of 


diplomatic fame, at laſt, whether he was 
too frequent and liberal in his application 
of the ſpur, or Bajazet (the Turkiſh em- 
peror of an equine ſtate) was diſguſted 
with the repeated ſtrokes of the hammer 
at his heels, once in five minutes, inſtead 
of as many weeks, he kicked ſo high, and 
with ſuch force, that he threw the ambal- 
ſador over his head, and one of his hind 
ſhoes, covered with dirt, into the lane, 
which WAS picked up by an old woman, 

and nailed againſt her door as a preſerva · 
tive againſt witchcraft; the other flew 
with great velocity through the window | 
of a one pair of airs room, and fell at 
the feet of a vaſt fat man, who appeared 
- to be very aged and a dignified member 
"ANF . 2 of 


, - * 10 4 : 
4 P 5 * 
. 2 
* * 8 4 
1 4 3 
o 4 g 7 


SILVER DEVIL. 131 
of the church, wrapped in a profound: 


reverie. 


— 


From the time I mentioned my hav- 


ing been attached to the perſon of the 


horſe, I have perceived your wiſhes for 


information, how far the animal creation 
partake of that rational faculty, which 


gives you ſuch an advantage over them, ſo. 
as to make their ſuperior corporal powers. 
ſubſervient to.your occaſions ; but this is, 


a ſubjeQ in which we are almoſt as much 


in the dark as you. My intelligence on 


this head will be very confined ; . I ſhall. 


however afford you all the conjectural 
latisfaction I can; but not here, as I ſhall 


defer it till I come into a ſituation: - 


where the faint glimmerings I received, 
while nailed to the hoofs of Bajazet, were 
a little enlightened, by my intimate and 
more durable acquaintance with an 
03 5 ani- 


* 


— 
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ahimal of far greater ſagacity than the 


/ horſe. That Being whoſe all ſupporting | 


power upholds the vaſt and incompre- 
henſible chain with which he has conca- 
tinated innumerable worlds to worlds, 
has wiſely concealed from the creatures 
"oft his hand, what could not conduce either 
to their -convenience or happineſs to 
Know ; while they, ſtimulated by a reſtleſs 


and vain curioſity to learn what ſurpaſſes 


their comprehenſion to conceive, will ſtill 
plunge on in everlaſting darkneſs, to pe- 


netrate the inſerutable receſſes of eternal 
fate.—But to return? 


My new maſter was an apoſtate archbi- 

ſhopof a Romiſh fee; he medĩtated a ſecond 
apoſtaſy in conſequence of certain eccleſi- 

aſlital temptations, held forth by that 

church, too powerful for his weakneſs to 

ann tho” he had written againſt the 
0 faith, 
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faith, to which he meant to return, and 


rewarded with conſiderable preferments 
by government, at the inflance of the 
clergy, who gladly embraced every op- 
portunity to ſecure a convert, whoſe high 
dignity did ſuch honour to them, from an 
abjuration. of the errors of Rome, and 
public profeſſion of the Proteſtant en- 
lightened faith. þ 


© Startled by this extraordinary intru- 
fion, the prelate made towards the win- 
dow with all the haſte his infirmities 
would permit; but he was ſo flow in his 
movement, that there was not the leaſt 
appearance of anything which could lead 
him to account for the ſtrange interrup- 
tion his cogitations had undergone, with 
which he was too much engroſſed, and of 
which the ſubject was too important to 


* 


had been received with open arms, and 


bdaut then a hat—to be a cardinal, a prince, 


myſelf. Sixtus was pnly a hog boy, who 


b 

ſuffer anything elſe to engage him long; 
he therefore, as ſoo n as he was recovered 
from his ſurpriſe, at once reſumed his 
meditations and his eaſy chair with theſe 
words—* A hat, ay a hat! but have I 
not preached and written againſt them? 
have not I been rewarded with benifices? 


one of the holy concla ve, to give my vote 
in the election of a pope — nay, perhaps — 
at leaſt there is a poſſibility of being pope 


knows what may happen? He then fell 
into a ſilent muſing, from which he was 
| rouſed by a ſervant who announced his 
excelleney; when the ambaſſador of a 
foreign Catholic court entered the room, 
my maſter received him with the utmoſt | 


demonſtration of - joy his unweildy cor- 
. pulence as eapable to expreſs. I 
_ heartily wiſh you joy, my lord cardinal 


eee, L 
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ele,” began the viſitor, ** every thing 
is ſettled, I have received advice from 
Rome, aſſuring me that your return to 
the boſom of our holy mother church, 
will be inſtantly rewarded with the vacant 
hat.“ Have you,” demanded the 
archbiſhop, properly explained to the 
conclave, that my apoſtaſy was more the 
reſult of reſentment for neglect, than any 

doubts, or even diſreſpe& I entertained | 
for our moſt ſacred and only faith, by 
which the ſinner can be ſaved; and that 
I have already compoſed a learned and 
elaborate treatiſe, wherein I utterly con- 
fute the arguments I. made uſe of in the 
heat of paſſion, in favour of thoſe damn- 
able hereſies I with the utmoſt deſſeta - 
tion will ſolemnly abjure?“ „1 have 
done every thing you could wiſh,“ re- 
plied. the ambaſlador, ,* and. made them 


—_— the neglect they have been 
guilty 


NN " 
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guilty of, in ſo long delaying to give you 


that pre-eminence you will now ſo ſoon 


enjoy. But pray what is that, a ſilver 
| horſeſhoe, in your hand?“ My maſter 
then related the manner in which it had 
flown into his room; to which the am- 
bafſador anſwered, after a pauſe of con- 
fideration, © I congratulate you my good 
lord cardinal, let us hail the happy omen; 
perceive you not in this double type, 


your future aggrandiſement and wealth ? 


this ſhoe, no doubt miraculouſly laid at 
your feet by the appointment of St. 
Francis, whoſe votary you are, to ſtrength- 
en you in the reſumption of your holy 
vos, is a double emblem, a twofold 
earneſt of the riches you will poſſeſs, and 
the expedition by which you will attain 
them. The faſhion of it denotes emigra- 
tion, the materials whereof it is made, 
Tt (the pureſt ſilver) betokens the large ſums 

Bika. MO a of 


—— 


md wet _ wi Aa 


late in the evening, he directly notified 


* 
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of money, which will reſult from the 
journey you are about to take. Adieu, 
my lord, remember me in your prayers, 
and let me flatter myſelf, that while you 
live I may always reckon on a friend at 
Rome.“ Here they parted with mutual 
embraces, his excellency to write the ne- 
ceſſary letter preparatory to his friend's 
receiving the reward of his great merit, in 
the firſt Catholic country at which he 
ſhould arrive; my maſter to direct his 
ſervant in packing up his baggage with- 
out delay, that he might loſe no time in 
reaching the land of promiſe, and taking 
poſſeſſion of the honours which awaited 
his approach.“ 

* Having ſome relations at Liſbon whom - 
he wiſhed to ſee, he never halted till he 
reached that city, where, though it was 


his 


— 


8 
3 
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his arrival to the metropolitan, before he 
went to reſt. The fatigue he had under. 


gone, which nothing but the alternate 
viciſſitudes of hopes and doubts that agi- 
tated his mind could have enabled him to 


ſuſtain) ſoon threy him into a deep ſleep, 
where the repreſentation of that viſionary 
elevation, which had ſo often engroſſed 


his waking thoughts, preſented to him in 


a dream, the vatican in all its awful 
pomp, and he fancied himſelf ſurround- 
by his brother cardinals, conducted in full 
conſiſtory to St. Peter's chair; when he 


was awakened from this enchanting vi- 


ſion by a ſmart rap at the door, at the mid - 


night hour; admittance was demanded 


in the name of the holy office, when two 
familiars (ſpies) entered, and without 
any ceremony ſeized his eminence, thruſt 
him into a hackney coach, and carried 


him away to a dungeon of the inquiſition, 
where 


} 
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where locking him up, they left him to 
reflect on the co nſequences of his folly, 
credulity and pride. 


© In a few weeks he was diſpatched to 
Rome, where, after a ſevere confinement 
of three years, he was condemned, not- 
withſtanding his ſecond abjuration and 
recantation, (in which he renounced the 
Proteſtant religion) as a lapſed heretic, 
to be burnt at the ſtake, a miſerable death, 
from which he was fortunately Tpared by 
the interpoſition of nature, which ſnatch- 
ed him from impending fate, and ſaved. 
him from the exhibition of a public ſpec. 
tacle, and a lamentable inſtance of the 
imbecility of the human mind.—An old 
man on the brink of the grave, a dupe to 
that very artifice, in which he had been 
educated himſelf, falling a victim to the 
undeviating, unremitted, cruel practices, 
Vol. II. P 1 
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| "of his vindictive and relentleſs ſect, in the 
purſuit of worldly pomp, to which the 
leaſt reflection would have convinced 
him, he never could attain, having been 
_ guilty of an unpardonable offence, aggra- 
vated by the very high ſtation he enjoy- 
ed when he apoſtatized againſt a tribu- 
nal, which had never yet afforded an 
inſtance of pardon, for even a dubious 
conviction of imaginary crimes againſt a 
power founded on enthuſiaſm, ſtrength- 
ened by ſuperſtition, and eſtabliſhed by 
hypocriſy, tyranny and blood ; a power 
which he well knew carried its reſent- 
ments beyond the grave; of which he 
(tbough inſenſible of it himſelf) exhi- 
bited an example to thoſe he leſt behind; 

for his dead body was publicly commit- 
ted to the flames, and his aſhes ſcattered 
to the winds of heaven.“ } 
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© Theſe circumſtances came to my | 
knowledge afterwards in the courſe of my 
circulation; for I did not accompany the 
prelate any further than Liſbon, becom- 


ing the property of the familiar who ap- 
prehended him, and ſecreted me for his 


his own particular emolument. From 
him I paſſed to the mint, whence I ifſued 
forth in Portugueſe money, Soon after I 
fell into the hands of ſome foreigners, 
who, among other ſpectacles went to ſee 
the principal convent in the town ; in the 
parlour I was given to an elderly nun, in 
exchange for ſome of thoſe trinkets, with 
which the ſiſterhood are permitted to ex- 
erciſe their ingenuity, and drive a profit- 
able traffic at the grate ; by her was that 
very day paid to a young lady, whoſe at- 
tention ſeemed to be occupied on a very 
different ſubject, than what is generally 
thought to employ, in contemplation, the 
inhabitants of thoſe gloomy cells.“ 
8 CHAP. 


* 
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CHAP. 1x. 


4 gal becomes an inmate , a Nunnery.— A 
Wy. pp eſcape to- a lover, through the 
medium of an element, unpropitious to the 

| "on of love. 


. M. new miſtreſs's name was La- 


mentina, (an appellation well adap- 


ted to the unhappy circnmſtances of her 
birth, her unfortunate nuptials, and the 
miſerable cataſtrophe of her death) ſhe 
was a native of the country whence 1 


came with the Archbiſhop, but to whom 


ſhe was indebted for her birth, ſhe could 
not aſcertain ; ſhe had been brought up 
_ at a village many leagues diſtant from 
the metropolis, till ſhe was five years old, 
by an elderly French refugee, being 
viſited once a year by a lady who paid 
well for her maintenance. At that age 
1935 © the 
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ſhe was removed to a houſe two leagues 
from the capital, which appeared to be a 

' boarding ſchool for young ladies, but was 
in fact a private ſeminary, for educating: 


females in the Roman Catholic religion. 


Not daring however to avow the leſs 
oſtenſible department, of the inſtitution 
Proteſtants were never refuſed, many of. 
whom reſided in the. houſe, to enjoy the 
benefit of the extraordinary care taken to 
complete the ſcholar in every accompliſh= 


ment female excellence required. 


© In the mean time, the work of con- 


verſion was not neglected; ſuch of the 
Catholic ſcholars, whoſe capacity ſeemed 


competent to the bleſſed taſk, were in- 


ſtructed to inſinuate themſelyes into the 
affections of their heretic companions, 
and turn them into the right way. In 
this pious undertaking, my miſtreſs at 


2 3 firſt 
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firſt outſtripped them all, inſomuch that 
the governeſs of the ſociety made a point 
of conſcience with her patroneſs to let 
her ſtay with her beyond the time ſhe in- 
tended ; that ſhe might labour in the 
vinyard of ſalvation, and win the wander- 
ing ſoul a proſelyte to mother church. 

But it ſo happened, that in the courſe of 
her proceedings in this laudable under- 
taking, ſhe met with an opponent, who 
combated her arguments with ſuch un- 
controvertible ftrength- of reaſoning, that 
if ſhe did not make her an abſolute con- 
vert to the truth, ſhe much impaired her 
zeal for that cauſe in which ſhe had en- 
gaged; giving fuch an account of the 
conventual life (for which ſhe was de- 
lined) as filled her with invincible ab- 
5 horrence and diſguſt. At the ſame time 
the government, which though it had not 
eyer xr openly countenanced theſe femi- 
5 naries, 
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naries, had connived at their eſtabliſh- 
ment, underwent ſome revolutions which 
made it unſafe any longer to tollerate their 
ſubſiſtence unobſerved.” 


© Theſe circumſtances conſpiring with. 
the original deſigns of my miſtreſs's pa- 
troneſs, concerning her ultimate deſtina- - 1 5 
tion; (who was deſirous, for reaſons I'S 
which will appear, to remove her at a diſ- 
tance from herſelf) induced her to ſend "i 
her to Liſbon, under pretence of finiſhing 
her education, but in fact to hide her 


| under the - concealment of the veil ; to- 
which, beſides the obſtacles of the aver- 
lion ſhe had imbibed, from the converſa- 
tion of a refractory ſcholar, at the before, 
mentioned ſeminary, and the books me 
had by her been privately prevailed on to * 
peruſe, there was one which appeared in 
400 more n ſhape of a lover; - © — 


who, 


F 2 * 0 " 
, 2 . — 
4 . . 1 + * 
* N 3 4 = 1 = 
. * on 
o . 1 * * 
u 1 1 * 
* 8 0 \ „ 
. : c Th 
4 8 k 8 


166 ARGAL, ok Tux 
who, when accompanying his friend in 
his viſits to his ſiſter at the ſame convent, 
| (the moſt intimate friend and conſtant 
companion of my miſtreſs) had found 
means to ſuperſede every other conſider- 
ation in her tender heart. This young 
gentleman was her countryman, he was 
brought up under the protection of a 
lady, whom he looked upon as his aunt, 
and When he firſt ſaw my miſtreſs, was 
finiſhing his education by the tour of 
Europe. Though the ſuperiour was en- 
Joined to keep a ſtrift eye over her, and 
uſe every practicable means to reconcile 
her to the veil, all feverity was prohibited 
on that account, as ſhe had given repeat- 
ed proofs of a temper impenetrable to 
every effort of conſtraint.” 


C It was with the utmoſt difficulty my 
wife s could form a wy of correſpond- 
ence 
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ence with her lover, for they were never 
ſuffered to go to the grate unaccompanied 
by a ſevere old nun, who was the only 
perſon the lady abbeſs could rely on, to 
counteract the ſtratagems of love. After 
much conſultation, the two ſiſters fell 
upon a method, to give my miſtreſs a more 
ſatisfactory intercourſe with her lover 
than what had hitherto been carried on 
by the language of the eyes; preparatory 
to which they invited the ſhe- argus to a 
repaſt, where they contrived to adminiſter 
a doſe, which ſecured the ſiſter in her 
room for ſeveral days; of this they made 
ſuch good uſe (as there was no time for 
parading with a paſſion, of which, though 
they had neyer ſpoke to each other before, 
there was on both fides a ſufficient proof) 
that they preſently came to an explana- 
tion, and my miſtreſs's ingenuity (though 
to ſave appearances it was pretendedly 

Ne 
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ſuggeſted by her friend) ſupplied the 
means of future correſpondence, in ſpite 
ol the old ſiſter's vigilance and care. At 
their laſt interview, the lover furniſhed 
her with a bow and arrows, and a quanti- 
ty of twine, ſufficient to be thrown over 
the high ſtone wall, which terminated the 
garden of the convent, and to be drawn 
up and down on each fide from top to 
bottom, without either party loſing the 
end.“ 


My miſtreſs, who was indulged with 
full liberty of the garden at all times, 
took a proper opportunity to faſten the 
twine to an arrow, and ſhot it over the 
wall. This was received by the lover, 
who drawing it, till the middle of the 
twine reſted; on the top of the wall, he 
hid the ſuperfluity in the nettles, which 
grew in great quantity on the ground on 

113 8 
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both ſides, and the whole wall next to the 
garden was thickly covered with 1vy : 
By means of this conveyance, they for 


„„ OW co 


ſome time carried on their correſpon- 

dence, in an unfrequented part of the 

garden, drawing their letters up and 

down, with the greateſt facility, till at 

length, burning with mutual ardour to 

give each other the more ſubſtantial 

proof of reciprocal love, (my miſtreſs's 

ſcruples being all ſatisfied by his reiter- 

ated promiſes under his hand, to marry 

| her directly) they began to concert mea- 
ſures for her eſcape; which at firſt they 
thought of ffeQting by the nb 
their correſpondence had purſued,” by ©. 
means of a rope and balket, which being 

| drawn over the wall by my miſtreſs, ſhe 

was to be pulled up by her lover, and 

then ſhe was to let herſelf down on the 

other "ns by arope faſtened thereto by a 


ſtrong 2 
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ſtrong iron hook, which was to have been 


conveyed to her in the baſket, in which 


ſhe was to aſcend.” 


— 


But the height of the wall terrified 


her from this attempt, and they agreed 
upon another leſs dangerous expedient, 


which was praQtiſed with ſucceſs. In 


that ſide of the garden, which was hid 


from the houſe by its oblique direction, 


was a canal of running water, ſupplied 


by a ſpring which roſe therein, and emp- 


tied itſelf under an arch, (of which the 


wall before - mentioned made a part) into 


a large pond, whence it was carried by 
drains cut for the purpoſe through the 


_ adjoining meadows, and finally diſcharg- 


ed ĩtſelf into the river, at a ſmall diſtance 
from the town; but as the water did not 


reach to the top of the ſtone: arch by 
three feet, a ſtrong iron grate was fixed 


On 
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on the fide next the convent, ſix feet be- 


low the ſurface, the canal being in that 
place thirty feet deep. The day before 
the intended elopement; my. miſtreſs's 


lover procured a compleat ſuit of boy's | 
cloaths, which he at night hid in the net- 
tles, and ſhe received over the wall a 


cloſe nankeen dreſs and cap, prepared for 
the occaſion.” 1 


When ſhe was ten years old ſhe was 
ordered the uſe of a pleaſure bath, for a 


weakneſs in her limbs, and a large pond 
was walled in at the expence of her pa- 


troneſs, for the purpoſe. Cuſtom had 


rendered the water ſo familiar to her, that 
ſhe continued the exerciſe after ſhe was 
well, for the pleaſure of the bath; being 
naturally alert, ſhe took ſuch delight in 
it, that ſhe accidentally (as it may be ſaid) 
had learnt-to ſwim and dive; an art of 
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which ſhe now availed herſelf, to elude 
approaching bondage. 


Ha ving packed up what ſhe wiſhed to 
take with her, as ſoon as it was dark ſhe 
went into the garden, and ſending her 
bundle over the wall, ſtripped with the 
utmoſt expedition, put on her water 
dreſs, threw her monaſtic habit into a 
leep well, and jumping into the canal, 

dexterouſly diving under the grate, ſwam 
through. the arch, to the reſervoir, where 
ſhe landed, and dreſſed herſelf, en cavalier 
in a trice, foking her nankeen dreſs and 
oil- Kin cap (which had preſerved her hair 
from being wet) in the pond, with heavy 
| ſtones. Thence ſhe flew ſwiftly acroſs 
the meadows to the appointed place at the 
river, where was Her lover, with two 
ſailors in a little boat, who rowed them 
to a ſhip, in which he had taken a paſſage 
3 4 for 
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for himfelf and friend; they then put to” 
ſea with a proſperous gale, in company 
with a gentleman who was the lover's 
intimate friend, and whoſe unexpected 
preſence filled him with the greateſt joy.” 


The morning after landing they were 
married, when the huſband (into whoſe 
poſſeſſion I had paſſed in the bundle over 
the convent wall) having ſecured his 
prize, (his exceſſive love having preclud- 
ed every n conſideration till then) 
began to reflect that he was dependant ; 
and that it was abſolutely neceſſary to 
deprecate the apprehended diſpleaſure of 
his neglected aunt. For this purpoſe 
he had recourſe to the mediation of his 
friend and fellow paſſenger, who under= |, 
took to wait upon her, to whom he wass 
well known, being both of the Roman 
Catholic perſuaſion. Accordingly the 
Q 2 very 
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very next morning; after their arrival at 
the metropolis, he went to her houſe, 
| when 1 found myſelf in company with 
my former miſtreſs, the mother of the 


miniſter, whoſe unfortunate noRurnal 
adventure with her ſon, I have related to 
you before. 


1 Fhe gentleman, like a ſuilful negoci- 


ator, firſt ſmoothed the way, and opened 
the avenues of mercy for her nephew's 
precipitate conduct, awakening her affec- 
tion by a recapitulation of the many vir- 
tues and amiable qualifications of which 
he ſtood poſſeſſed; pleading in efcuſe 
for his want of duty the uncommon 
beauty of the bride ; and when he found | 


in her ſoftened paſſion, the ſymptoms of 


aſſured ſucceſs, he ſet forth the abſolute 
neceſſity of his ſeeming diſreſpect, by the 
cruel alternative he laboured under, of 

ii | loſing 
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loſing a wife (who could not fail of gain- 
ing her eſteem as ſoon as known) or 


running the riſque of her temporary an- 


ger, as the lady was in danger of ſoon 


being ſequeſtered for ever from his fight, 


before her anſwer could arrive, to any ap- 


plication he ſhould have made, by a 


ſpeedy aſſumption of the veil, to take 
which, the lovely Lamentina was conti- 
nually importuned.” | 


© If the mind of my old miſtreſs had 
hitherto been occupied by reſentment, it 
ſeemed to entertain ſenſations of a very 
different ſort, at the name of Lamentina. 
Her complexion, which had undergone 


a ſucceſſion of changes, ſuddenly ex- 
kibited the livery of death, a_ cold 


ſweat bedewed her face, her eyes 


cloſed, and ſhe ſunk lifeleſs in the 
pleader's arms. Her maid being ſum- 
e = 905 moned 


e AR GAL, ox uE 

8 moned, and the uſual means having re- 
2 A o - Rored her to herſelf, ſhe attributed the 
ſhock ſhe had undergone, to the violence 
of the contending tumult in her breaſt ; 
occaſioned by the unwelcome news ſhe 
had received, which had, at her time of 
life, overcome the weakneſs of her nerves. 
At length ſhe fixed on the evening of the 
next day for the introduction of her 
nephew and niece.” | 


On the departure of her viſitor, the 
lady went to her cloſet, where in the 
courſe of her expreſſive grief, ſhe dif. 

covered the pretended nephew and her 
protege were the wretched conſequence 

of that fatal night, the events of which 
you have already heard. Thus the 
bridegroom and bride were brother and 
ſiſter; their grandmother was their mo- 
cher, their brother was their father, whoſe 
| 1 cataſtrophe 
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cataſtrophe, by the hand of the enthuſi- 95 
aſtic lieutenant, you have already heard. | 
After undergoing the moſt violent agita- 
tions of horror and remorſe, involved- in 
perple xities and doubt, uncertain how to 
act, ſhe ſent for her confeſſor, in whom I 
recognized the perſon of the pardonmon- 
ger, that was ſtripped of his plunder, by 
vittue of the indulgence he had granted 
to his penitent himſelf. His journey to 
Rome being rendered abortive by his loſs, 
| he had bent his courſe to the country to 
which I had now returned, after my 
reſidence in the convent, where he had 
inſinuated himſelf into the favour of his | 
ſe, ſo as to obtain promotion in the | 
church, and at length became the ſpiritual | 
director to perſons of the higheſt rank, 
among whom my former miſtreſs was 
one.“ | 


Having 
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* Having unbofomed herſelf to this 
worthy guardian of her ſoul, ſhe aſked his 
advice; he gave it as his opinion, that 
ſhe ſhould for ever conceal the ſecret in 
her own breaſt, as there was no perſon 
living, who could divulge it to the world, 
though it was with the utmoſt difficulty 
he could reconcile her to her acquieſcence 
in ſuch a plan, by a ſtrong diſplay of the 
miſeries ſhe would entatlupon the parties, | 
and the diſgrace a diſcovery would bring 
upon herſelf. The real motive of this 
conduct of the prieſt, was, that he might 
be the ſole proptietor of a myſtery from 
which ſome future advantage might ariſe.” 


ws « At the time atk the new mars 
"ried couple were introduced by the friend 
of all parties, who having ſeen them in 
perfect harmony, took his leave, my 

3 miſtreſs having impoſed on the 
huſband, 
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huſband, with a well concerted ſtory of 
his wife's birth, repreſenting her as the 
orphan daughter of a clandeſtine mar- 
riage, kept ſecret for the purpoſe of 
evading the conſequences of paternal 
wrath, procured him a conſiderable poſt 
under government; they now would in 
all probability have paſſed their lives with 
credit in the world, and comfort to them- 
ſelves, had they been permitted to re- 
main in a happy ſtate of ignorance with 


reſpect to their unfortunate and extrordi- 
nary births: but this was denied them, 
by means with which you ſhall be ac- 
quainted in its proper courſe, = #g-* 


71 


8 
— 


* 


picked up by the old woman, and nailed 
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CHAP. X. 


He relates the lamentable cataſtrophe of an 


unſor tunate political peace offering. 


URING my reſidence in Litbon, | 

I had been in the poſſeſſion of a 

perſon whole ſingular merits, and the re- 
gards due to humanity and juſtice, ſhould 
have exempted him from the fate he was 
about to undergo. The concluſion of a 
life equally beneficial to his country, in 
the cloſet or the field, on a ſcaffold, by an 


- ignominious death. Vou will recolic& 


the circumſtance of one of the horſeſhoes 


againſt her door, its value being obſcured 
by dirt; a great ſhower of rain having 
waſhed it clean, it attracted the notice of 


a ſailor, who, as ſoon as it was dark, re- 


leaſed me from confinement, and was 
proceeding to liquify me, not in the 
ſmelt- 
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| ſmelting pot, but in the more immediate 
gratification imbibed with cans of grog ; 
when he was met by his officer, who after 
a ſevere repremand, took him into cuſto- 
dy, and ordered him on board his ſhip, 
which was.on the. point of ſetting ſail on 
a voyage of diſcovery, whence great ex- 
petctations of new acquired wealth were 
formed, The ſailor, to mitigate his lieu- 
tenant's wrath, preſented me to him; he 
on his embarking, gave me to his captain 
and commander of the fleet, who ſtruck 
with the ſingularity of my form, amply 
recompenced the tar. 


© My maſter was one of thoſe, who.had 
upon very ſlight evidence, been convicted 
ol a ſhare in the conſpiracy before related, 
in behalf of my royal miſtreſs, to raiſe her 
to the throne. His great abilities in the 
cabinet, his perſonal courage, and abo 


ve 
all, 


— 
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all, VER ſucceſsful exertion to interrupt 


the commerce, and vigilant obſervations 


on the encroachments of that power, of 
which the count was an inſtrument, made 
him particularly odious thereto; he was 
alſo obnoxious to his own prince, having 
been one of thoſe who had voted for the 
reſtrictions which were propoſed to be 
laid on him; on his acceſhon to the 


government.“ 


© But the execution of ſo popular a 
character, on the bare atteſtation of only 
one man, ſuſpected to be ſurreptitiouſly 
obtained, was a work, of too much dan- 
ger to be performed by a prince, in whoſe 
favour the realm was not much prepoſſeſ- 
ſed, in the commencement of his reign. 
He therefore ſuffered an impriſonment 
of many. years, and at length owed his 


| eulargernent to the publication of a 
learned 


3 
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learned work, compoſed during hid con- 
finement, which procured that pardon 
from the royal pedant, his virtues never 
could obtain, When he emerged from 
his priſon he returned into a world to 
which he was an entire ſtranger ; but he 
was ſtill formidable to the ſtate which 
had been the occaſion of his long ſeclu- 
on and diſgrace, They were therefore 
determined to deſtroy him the very firſt 
opportunity that offered, and he was un- 
fortunate enough to furniſh them with 
one, which co-operating with the weak- 
neſs and diſappointed expectations of the 
prince, ſoon brought him to his end. 


© On his firſt outſet in life, he had by 
his political conduct ſubjected himſelf to 
the machinations of the Catholic powers, 
having made his firſt campaign to ſuccour 
the diſtreſſed reformers of a neighbouring 
Vol. II. * ſtate 


. 
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= ſtate ; uiiter which, impelled by an enter 


prifing genius, he engaged in expeditions 


E to explore a clime, till then unknown; 


but had returned on account of ſome un- 


foreſeen obſtacles, which prevented the 
completion of his grand deſigns. On 


his return, and conviction of being con- 
cerned in the plot, his long impriſonment, 
and confiſcation of his eſtate, (for he had 


never received a pardon) threw him into 


a very embarraſſed ſtate; he knew not 


ho to ſubſiſt, nor where to lay his head, 


and it was on theſe circumſtances, his 
enemies erected their too ſucceſsfu] 


ſcheme.” 


5 * At the very time he was conſidering 
what courſe to take, he was accoſted by a 


perſon who. had been one of the com- 


panions of his former voyages, who told 


him he was juſt arrived from the territoi 


they | 
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they had explored ſome years before, 
where he had diſcovered a wonderful 
mountain, under which was an invalu- 
able mine of gold, at the fame time pro- 


ducing as a ſpecimen, a lump of ore. 


That if he could but contrive to get the 
ſovereign's authority to complete the diſ- 
covery, he might not only be reinſtated 
in his former favor, but gain ſuch prodi- 


the loſs of his eſtates. Induced by the 
preſſure of continual want, the conſe- 
quence of a partial profuſion, in favour 


ok undeſerving men, the prince lent a 


willing ear to his requeſt, and had already 


in his own mind diſpoſed of the vaſt ad- 


vantages to accrue therefrom.” 


* 


© A commiſſion was accordingly made 
out, and my maſter thereby ſtood in a 
very extraordinary predicament, as a 


nn perſon 
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gious wealth as would amply compenſate 
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bs attainted for high treaſon, convicted 
on trial, his eſtates confiſcated, at large, 
unpardoned, liable to a ſentence of death, 
- (which might at any time be pronounced 
upon him) and at the ſame time acting 
-under the authority, and licence, of that 


very prince, againſt whom he had con- 
ſpired, as commander of a fleet and army, 
for the expreſs purpoſe of making depre- 
dations in undiſcovered parts. But in- 
deed the commiſſion itſelf had been care- 
fully prepared, ſo as to render him ob- 
noxious, on two accounts: Firſt there 
was no provifion, whereby he was re- 


ſtrained from acts of hoſtility againſt, the 


power in whoſe territory this viſionary 


golden mountain lay: Secondly, there 


was a purpoſed omiſſion of the words, 
Our truſty, well beloved, and faithful, &c. 
in the direction of the commiſſion.” 


In 
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In the mean time, precautions had 
been taken, to embroil him, with the 
fellow ſubjects, of thoſe who wiſhed: his 


ruin; of this ſufficient complaint was. | 


made on his return, with greater efficacy, 
as. it was looked on, as an infringement 
of a treaty, of the utmoſt conſequence 
then in agitation, between the reſpeftive 
ſtates. But my maſter was (though un- 
villingly) guilty of the moſt attrocious 
crime, which ſealed his fate. This was, 
he returned without the neceſſary ingre- 
dient to gild his cauſe, to che utter diſe 

appointment of the prince's golden hopes. 
And indeed, it was ſtrange if he had 

obtained the object of his wiſh. The 
golden mountain, and the piece of ore, 
being a ſtory and deception, fabricated 
by the crafty ingenuity of his inveterate 
foes, whole. next ſtep was, to exaſperate 
him * their emiſſaries againſt their tool, 


Rg ſo, 
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ſo as to make him the inſtrument of his 
death, and rid themſelves of one, who 
might have told ſome tales, as much to 
te advantage of their intended victim, 


3 to the diſadvantage of themſelves : 


There was no difficulty in this, fuffici- 
ently chagrined, by the unproſperous if- 


fue of his voyage, he was greatly irrita- 


. ted againſt the principal initiator, of 
what he had terminated with ſuch ill 
_ fuccefs, whom he threatned with ſuch af- 
perity to expoſe to the indignation of the 
Prince, that the unhappy man, having 
15 made ineffectuaſ attempts to deſtroy him- 
ſelf by a piſtol, diſpatched himſelf with 


a knife, which, he thruſt into his body 
to the _ | 


5 bs e my 1 e before 
he had reached the metropolis, he was 
— an arreſt, and reconveyed to 
' that 


/ 


SILVER DEVIL 189 
that priſon, whence he was liberated two 
years beſore: There was a difficulty ho- 
ever ſtill attending his condemnation ; 
he could not be tried on any impeach- 
ment, grounded on the circumſtances of 
his late expedition, as he had an expreſs 
commiſſion for the purpoſe : Recourſe 
therefore was had, to the conviction al- 
ready mentioned, of fourteen years pre- 
ceding date; and to the everlaſting diſ- 
grace of the annals of the realm, he was 
called down to ſuffer for a dubious crime, 
never fully proved to have been com- 


mitted at the time: Timid, weak, irre- 


ſolute, and ſupine, the indolent and da- 
ſtardly monarch, ſacrificed him as a peace 

offering, at the ſhrine of policy, avarice 
and fear. | 


CHAP, 
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| An' Account of. a dignified Broker, and the 
1 een Trade he carried on. 


N the execution of my waſte 
had been ſtolen, fold, coined, and 
8 till I bad paſſed through the 
bands of various perſons ; among others, 
one, who though dignified with a title, 
was in fact a broker, that dealt in articles 
as proſitable in their ſale, as they were 
extraordinary in their kind; though he 
tranſacted bakneſs by commiſſion and not 
upon his on account, being only the 
oftenfible channel, / through which the 
| trade was carried on, by an aſſociation, 
who boldly at ſecond hand, ſold honours, 
places, and all profitable ſtations, mili- 
. tary or civil, eccleſiaſtical or temporal, in 
church or ſtate, for a ſtipulated ſum to 
be immediately diſburſed, or for a certain 
57 75525 | = annual 
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annual penſion, to be paid out of the 
ſalaries ariſing therefrom. The ſociety, 
who tiled themſelves proje tors, were an 
ever watchful junto, ſtudying with the 
moſt indefatigable aſſiduity, to raiſe ſup- 
plies for the indiſcriminating prodigality, 
of the imprudent prince, continually in 
want. 


My maſter was tlie deſcendant. of an | 


ancient family, in which was a title, that 
had lain dormant ſeveral years ; as he 
was in reduced circumſtances, (having 
been heavily fined for corruption)” he 
would in all probality, never have made 
his claim, had it not been for an accident 
| which at once reſcued him from indigent 
obſcurity, and enabled him to enjoy his 
dignity with competence and eaſe. Stand- 


ing up on account of a ſhower one night, 


in the porch of a handſome houſe, at the 
| court 


n , * " - fc. * 
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court end of the town, as he leaned his 

back again the door it opened, and he 

had nearly fallen into the paſſage © It was 

midnight, no attendants were in the way, 

and his curioſity was engaged to liſten to 

- ___ aconverlation, he overheard 1 on 
| in the parlour as follows.” 1760 


OM; [ "tell you my lord, it does not 
\ignify, the treaſurer muſt be removed, 


bs, the merchant 1. told; you of, now. in 
the 1 . is. ready to. give thirty thou- 
;, belides we muſt; have him among 

| us, you. know he ſuggeſted that excellent 
. | plan of the monopolies, which you may 
remember, brought in ſuch an immenſe 
ſum; ; © What ſays. your-ladyſbip ! 
Certainly,” replied a female voice, «It 


is rn. we can ſupply tbe prince's 


ww 


though he did give twenty thouſand 
pounds for his place laſt year. There 


dema nds. 
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demands by the bare diſpoſition of places, 
without diſmiſſions, and fines for mal- 


adminiſtration.” —<« Pleaſe your lady- 
ſhip,” ſaid another voice, * That cannot 


be the caſe here, you know he has had 
the poſt but a year, and has been ſo clear 
in his great office that there is not the leaſt” 
pretence for accuſation whereon to ground 


a fine. What effect honours, (I mean 
titles,) may have I cannot ſay. "—=* Let 
him be ſounded faid the female, in the 


way of reſignation ; he fhall be made a 
baron, viſcount, and earl immediately, 
gratis, and ſet in the gilt chair, at the 
council. wm ſpeak to 5 my ſon about it 


to-morrow. 


_ © Your ladyſhip every moment gives us 
freſh cauſe to admire your wiſdom, pene · 


tration, and addreſs.“ - -ſaid a voice 
which had not been heard before, -**Your 


motion 


| 
B 
| 
| 
| 
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motion for ſounding Sir Henry (Abo by 
the by is in our debt, on account of the 
chief. juſticeſhip) recalls my attention to 
a hint, Which was ſtarted at our laſt de- 
bate.---To provide a proper agent for 
our various regulations, now ſuffering 
great inconvenience and loſs, from the 
diffuſive manner in which they are car- 
ried on; beſides the odium and riſque, 
your ladyſhip runs the danger of incur- 
ring, in every ſale we make, every fine we 
levy, every penſion we receive, and every 
title that is bought. True,” replied 
the lady, « He muſt be ſome needy gen- 


tleman, that we can dignify without re- 


proach, one whoſe character is unim- 
peached, aſſiduous, diligent, and faithful. 
One who not only provides us cuſtomers, 

for our good things, but of ſo inſinuating 
an addreſs, that he could upon occaſion, 


; Wine himſelf into the confidence of thoſe 
actually 


* 1 w k. A ] kg 


actually i in poſſeſſion, either by purchaſe 
or merit, and intice them i into ſome act 
of delinquency, to juſtify a removal, and 
conſequently another. ſale. Look out 
for ſuch a one, if ſuch a one there i Is, but 


where can we find him 17. 


ce Behold him here,” ſaid my maſter, 
as he entered the room, to the utter 
aſtoniſhment and diſcompoſure of all 


therein, © be not alarmed, in my breaſt 
your ſecret is ſafe. I, or at leaſt my 
family and pretenſions, are not unknown 
to you; if I am ſo happy as to be em- 
ployed, there will need no new creation 
to dignify your choice; the dormant. 
title I ean claim may be revived, your 


orders ſhall be implicitly obeyed, and . 


may depend on my aſſiduity and care.“ 


He then entered into a diſquiſition on 


Vou, II . the 


1 
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| the nature of the buſineſs he was to 


conduct, when he gave them ſuch con- 


vincing proofs of his abilities, in the act 


of raiſing the neceſſary ſupplies, pointing 


out various funds, of which they had 


never entertained the leaſt idea, that they 


eee cloſed with his propoſal. 


* In conſequence of this coalition, be 
claimed, and was inveſted with his title, 


and a profitable poſt to maintain the dig- 


nity thereof ; while the public groaned 


under his exactions, and his employers 


themſelves were aſtoniſhed at the rapid 


accumulation of their wealth. Thus the 


- Faithful ſecretary” to this extraordinary 
committee of ways and means, like a vaſt 
ſpunge, fucked up the ſtream that flowed 
from "bribery and corruption s ſource; 
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ver taking care hen he Was s ſqueezed, to 
a i | bh retain 
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retain ſufficient moiſture on his own ac- 
7 count ; an office in which he was. by 
experience a perfect adept, having been 

employed in this extraordinary ſervice 
Once W 


” 4 


% 


55 COVETED XII. 

He fall into the hands of an old acquaint- 
ance.— The wretched conſequence of a. 

"Wine adventure.—s The Demon. is inter- 


rußied by @ fummons from the ſerie 


| Powers. 


T was 1 time * this event, 
that I once more entered into the 


| ſervice of the pardon-monger whom I 
laſt mentioned as the confeſſor of the 
miniſter's mother, when he adviſed her 
to conceal the relation, in which the 
couple, with whom 1 came over from 
Lisbon, ſtood to each other. The ſole 
: preſumptive repoſitory of a ſecret, known 
only to himſelf, (their mother being dead) 
he aſſumed ſuch an unreaſonable degree 
of authority in the family, where he 
: was conſtituted. chaplain and ſpiritual 
. 42 director, 
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director, that his arrogance and preſump- 
tion could not fail of giving his principals 
diſguſt ; but this was not all, he burnt 
with the moſt ungovernable and unjuſti- 
fable paſſion for the young bride, whom 
at all events he determined to aflail.” 


© Exaſperated by the contempt he met 


with in his cruel and infamous attempt, . 


he dropt hints, that it was in his power 
to interrupt the courſe of that boaſted 
happineſs ſhe enjoyed; and which, 

(among other objeQions) ſhe had urged 
to the abandoned friar, to induce him 
to. deſiſt.” | 


Finding his libidinous auen were 
not only treated with the reproach they - 
deſerved, but in danger of being expoſed, 
the lady having threatened to unfold him 


* huſband, e 
| 52 | himſelf 


. 
- 
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himſelf from any aſperſions of infidelity 
to her, (at which ſhe imagined the prieſt 
_— Hinited)” a malicious ſpirit of revenge ſuc- 
ceeded” to flagitious luſt, and he vowed 
to factifice them to his vindictive wrath. 
But the- difcloſure of a ſecret, revealed 


25 the ſeal of confeſſion, was what 


Vvould render him liable to a puniſhment, 
te hazard of 8 which, he did 
not chuſe to run. f 


25 > 7 — 


. The lady "TAS ſhe died, bad Ieliver- 
a him an affecting narrative of the 
Whole affair, written with her own hand. 
This be immediately ſent to Rome, and 
repreſented to the Pope, that he began to 
de troubled in mind,. as a tacit acceſſary 
to the crimes of inceſt. That on mature 


reflection, be was ſenſible he had been 
th 8 ty: of a heinous offence, in acquieſing 


Jo long in ſilence, to the cohabitation of 
the * pair; for which he AT 


| in- 
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inflict a voluntary penance on himſelf. 
In the mean time as he was harrowed up 

by the ſtings of a tormenting conſcience 
which deprived his afflicted foul of reſt, _ 
he entreated his Holineſs $ n how: op 
to act. 8 


2 Ly | . 
” © The ſovereign pontiff was ſomewhat. 
puzzled on the receipt of this memorial. 
As nothing was unknown to him reſpect 
ing the chatacters and tranſaQions of the 8 2 * 
eccleſiaſtical tribe, that ſwarmed through- 78 
out his then extenſive juriſdiction, he was 
ſufficiently acquainted with thoſe of my 
maſter, to know the preſent diſcovery 
could not be owing either to the diQates 
of religion or remorſe ; ; and had the 
affair come before him in any other way, 
he might poſſibly have granted a diſpen- 
ſation, in compaſſion to the ſingular 
misfortunes of the unhappy parties con- 
cerned, whole cruel ſeparation was to be 


- the 
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the con ſequence of an accidental crime, 

of which. they were 2 em. 
ſelves.” | 


202 


| But well acquainted with the i inyete= 
8 rate rancour, and determined reſolution 
olf the diſſembling prieſt, there was no 
: alternative to chuſe; he therefore ſent 
3 Eim a brief, wherein after ſeverely repri- 
manding him, for his long concealment 
3 of his penatent's nin ſtate, he en- 
I» 5 joined him to effect an iminediate ſepara- 
=” tion, on pain of ſome ſingular marks of 

divine vengeance in this world, and ever- 

laſting perdition in that which is to 


Armed with this inſtrument of re- 
n from a power which formorly 
delegated, to a feeble member of the 
Roman church, could have ſhaken the 


e of Ailant * my maſter 
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repaired inſtantly to the parties it con- 
cerned. To give an adequate deſcription 
to the ſcene that enſued, is impoſſible, 
ſuffice it to ſay, that my maſter having 
produced the poſthumous teſtimony of 
the facts, pronounced ſentence of eternal 
ſeparation, with all the aſperity of irritated 
_ malice and diſappointed craft; in conſe - 
quence of which, the lady, who was far 


advanced in her pregn ancy: fell into 
dreadful conyulſions, in which * ſoon 


hr arent mite 
. - 4 n 0 
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Ki The huſband, dens with gef at the 
ſudden and unexpected deſtruction of 


his beloved wife and child, and exaſpe- 


rated at the prieſt, on account of his 
crael precipitation, in the diſcloſure of 
their cruel fate, and the inhuman triumph 
ſo apparent in his exulting mein, ſnatch- 
ing a carving knife from the fideboard, 

plunged it into his heart, and ran raving 


into 
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into the ſtreet, the bloody weapon in his 
hand; here he was ſoon ſeized, and being 
conducted back, was on diſcovery of the 
bodies of my maſter and his wife, imme- 
Adiately carried before a magiſtrate. 


But the ſeat of reaſon was diſturbed, 
dais ſenſes were diſlodged, and all recol- 

| 1eRion of the paſt was fled, he ſtared 
wildly xound him, endeayouring to ſpeak, 
gaſped as if for breath, then felt 3 lifeleſs 
corpſe upon the floor. Confounded at 
j ſtrange a ſcene, the bench were in the 
>  "toa@®, when ſome of the officers arri ved 
with the mother's narrative and the 
pontiff 's brief, that ſoon explained the 

| whole, and filled them with an awful 
>. - horror, at the dreadful circumſtances 
which had occaſioned the bloody cataſtro- 
phe, and ſad compaſſion for their unhap- 
| my fate,—I ſhall now . — 


Here 
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Here the demon ſuddenly diſcontinued 


his narrative, I am ſummoned,” ſays 
he, it is our jubilee, a kind of carnival, 
when every ſpirit muſt appear, and thoſe, 


who in my unhappy fituation, labour 
under the ſentence of our court, enjoy a 


temporary relaxation from the troubles 
to which they are condemned, —Adieu, 


it laſts only a ſpace, which by you is 


called a month ; if no new diſpoſition of 


my ſpiritual eſſence is ordained, I will 


viſit you again, Preſerve my habita- 
tion if you wiſh me to return. Adieu.“ 
On this the ſpirit evacuated the room, 
with a noiſe like the, ruſhing of the 
wind, from the enormous bellows of the 
Cyclopean forge. 


Exp of the SzconD VoLuME. 
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